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ANSWER

TO AN

Anoﬂymom Lzbel &c.

T ma{ have been expc&-

at before now fome

Anfwer fhould have been

given to a.Paper, enti-

tuled, Ariicles Exhibited

zwg/i Lord Archibald Ha-

milton, for the Satisfalion of feveral

Perfons of Honour, into whofe Hands

that Libel (for fo ¥ think I may call it)

has been induftrioufly. put, and whe may

not themfelves have had Leifure and Op-

porrumty to examine into it.
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. But as upon dropping that Charge by
the Profecuters thémfelves, I had gas
the only Method left to juftify my Self)
refented an Humble Memorial to His
R’lajeﬁy, which contained, among other
Things, the Subftance of thofe Articles :
And as the fame has all this while lain be-
fore His Majefty for His Confideration in
Council, upon the following Report of
the Lords Commiffioners for Trade and
Plantations, to whom it was referred ; it
will appear to have been highly improper
for me to have publifh'd any thing in my
own Vindication, till T knew what that
Report contained, and what was His Ma-
jefty’s Determination thereupon. :

As that Report has now been confider'd
and approvd by His Majefty’s Council,
and His Majefty has thought fit to Re-
move all thofe Perfons I complain’d of,
I think the Publication of the Report will
be fufficient for the Juftification of that
Honourable Board, upon whem this Pub-
lither has groundlefly refleéted ; and it
will not be difficult for me to add, what
may be farther Neceffary to my own.

His Candor in his Preface, in afferting,
My baving encouraged Pyratical Floftilities,
(as if it had beena thing taken for grant-
ed) whilft the vefy contrary was deter-
mined, the Manner of, and by whom #hap

‘ o "~ Repre-
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Reprefentation Was firft made, the Orders
thereupon, the Methods taken in the En«
quiry, the Condu@ and Chara&ers of the
Enquirers thenifelves, as well as the Pro-
ceedings fince, and who it is that is
fallen row under His Majefly's Difplea-
Jure, will fufficiently appear by the Re-
port.

_So far indeed was the Matter of that
Charge from being taken for granted, or
the Charge it felf grounded upon any
Reprefentation of the People of Jamaica,
as he falfly afferts, that at the very fame
Time that Information was given by
Mr. Page, the whole Council of that
Ifland, “and almoft the whole Body of
Merchants refiding there, if thef¢ may
be allowed to be any part of the People,
thought fit to exprefs their Thanks to
me ; * the former for the Meafures I had
taken, to do Juftice to the Spawiards, and
4 the latter for my Cire and Encourages
ment of their Comnierce. -

And it the fame Time likewife, the
principal Planters and Merchants concern-
¢éd in that Ifland, refiding iri Britain, did,

P "

® Minutes of Council, June 9. 1716. davex’d.
% Addrefs to His Majefty, from the Mershants asd
Inhabitanss of Kingfton.

Ay by

'»f.j,&"..
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by their Humble Petitian to His Majefty,
among other Things fet forth, ¢ That
“ your Petitioners have reafon to believe
“ fuch Complaint was promoted by Per-
¢« fons who have, during his (my) Go-
« vernment, fhewn an Oppofition to your
“ Majefty’s Authority, invefted in your
«’ faid Governour, under whofe Admini-
¢ ftration your Petitioners, and the In-
. ¢ habitants, have been very eafy and
« fecure”. Which I mention with Gra-
titude to thofe Gentlemen. And T hope
the Occafion makes any Apology need-
lefs, for producing Paflages fo much to
my own Advantage. :
- It’s therefore plain, that by the People,
he means thofe Perfons His Majefty has
now thought fit to remove from his
Council in that Ifland, and their Party,
who having raifed a Sum of Money. by
an unprecedented and unwarrantable Method,
fent over Mr. Page in a Clandeftine man-
- ner, to make this Complaint. Nor can it be
~deny’d, that having effe@ed their Defign
" of removing Me, ‘they have drop'd their
‘Profecution, as well knowing there was
no Foundation to fupport it.  They had,
_ fromtheir own Zeal in the Caufe, and
not by "any DireCtion in His Majefly’s
Orders, made themfelves not only my
Judges, but Profecutors 3 and thicrefore it
ST . be-
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becamé incumbent upon thetii t6 éndea-
vout to bring the Mattér to a Hearing;
which neither themfelves or their Agent
have endeavoured, by any one regular
Step, or even to vindicate titeir own Con-
duct ; whilft he admics-that I my felf
petitioned His Majefty to be heard upon
their Complaint, of which I gave the
moft publick Notice : And I afrerwards
prefented the following Memorial to His
Majefty, to which he confeffes he was no

Stranger. o
This Agent krows very well, this is
not the only Coniplaint he and his Friends
have drop'd ; they had indeed, from Time
to Time, preferited feveral Reprefentati-
ons to the Lords Commiffioners of Trade,
againft my Adminiftration, tho’ of a very
different Nature from the Matter in que-
ftion. Upon whicli Occafion I muft ob-
ferve, in Juftice to my felf, and thofe
Gentlemen who fhared in my Difgrace,
and who had acted with Me in thofe
Meafures, which are fince underftood to
have been for His Majefty’s Service, and
the true Intereft of that Colony, That
after 4ll the induftrious Clamour of that
Party of-Men, by which they feem'd to
have propos’d to wedry out the Minifters,
when we were entirely in their Power,
and they had all the Oppostunity dnd all
A4 the
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the Encouragement they could wifh; and
no Body will think they wanted Inclina-
tion ; they were not able to find the leaft
Matter of Injuftice, Oppreffion, or Hard-
fhip, about which all the Noife was be-
fore made, to lay to any of Our Charge.

What he infinuates, as to Mr. Bend;/b,
is explain'd upon the Report ; but if he
will ftill pretend, that they are ready to
- go on and make good their Articles, Ican

only add, that I fhall ftill be as ready to
anfwer them ; and the more Publick he
will affit me in procuring any further
Examination to be, the more I affure him
: I»vill I acknowledge my Obligation to
him. :

He knows it is no extraordinary thing
for Perfons to be Removed from Places
of Truft without Hearing ; but when he
reads the Report, I am confident he will
find no Reafon to complain, that the
Conduct of his Friends has not been exa-
mined and confidered. However, fhould
any of them think this a Hardfhip, I muft
entrcat them to remember, that they them-
felves thought it no Hardfhip te deprive
me of my Liberty, not only without hear-
ing, but at the fame Time denying me
a Copy of my Charge. -

His Concern for what he calls the
Hland's Misfortune is fomewhat pleafant :

for
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for my own part Iftill_hearfily with its
Profperity, on account of the Confequence
of it to Britain, as well as for the fake of
many honeft Geptlemen there, ‘whofe Af-
feGtion and Loyalty has appeared by their.
A&ions to be very fincere, and of which
His Majefty has been pleafed to exprefs
his Satisfaction, -by thofe Marks of Fa-
vour and Truft he has now beftowed up-
on feveral of them; and who I am per-
fwaded, will not therefore think the Re-
moval of a Set of violent and partial
Men, who had conftantly oppofed his
Government, to be a Mark of His Ma-
jefty’s Difpleafure to the Ifland, but a very -
fignal one of his Favour and Regard to
its Welfare

His Juftice and Fairnefs has fhewn him
worthy of his Employers. In order. to
give their Charge fome Appearances, they
found it neceffary to fupprefs feveral Mi- -
nutes of €ouncil, particularly thofe of
the gth of February, and the gth of Fune
1716. which would have clear'd the moft
material Points in queftion. And after
- they had been * -Repremanded for o un-
juft a Proceeding, (of which he could not

* By a Letter from tie Lords Commiffioncrs of Trade,
to Mr. Heywood.

be
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be ignorant) he rakes ag ‘fittle Notice of
thofe Minutés, or any other Publick Pa-
pers, but calls that a laying the rrue State
of an Affair before the World, which was
the Accufation only. _

Having, as I hope, given a fatisfactory
Anfwer to the malicious Infinuations con-
tained in that Preface, and fthew'd how
the following Report came to be made, 1
fhall leave the Reader to the perufal of
it, and then proceed to give what further
Satisfaction I conceive may be neceffary,
in Anfwer to the Articleé themfelves.

f’be



The MEMORIAL of the Lord
" ArcHIBALD HaMIiLrLTON,
late Governawr of Jamaica, relats
- to0 bis Conduct there, and the Mif-

* bebaviour of [everal Members of &
Council of that Ifland, and otbers,
referred to the Board of Trade by
M. Secretary Addifon’s Letter of
the 26th of September, 1717.

To the Right Honourable the Lords
Commiffioners for Trade and
Plantations, o

My Lords,

Aving laid before His Majefty the
H inclosd Memorial of the Lord
Archibald Flamilton, late Gover-

nour of Famaica, fetting forch His De-
mand of Money advanc'd by him for the
Subfiftence of the Forces belonging to
thas Ifland, and complaining of the Dif-
affection
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affe@ion and ill Pra&ices of feveral Mem:
bers of the Council of the faid Ifland,
as likewife of the Deputy Secretary theye-
of : I am commanded to tranfmit the fame
to your Lordfhips, together with the Copy
of a Letter from the faid Deputy Secre-
tary to the faid Lord Archibald Hamilton,
and the Extract of another Letter from
M. Bernard to his Lordfhip, that you
may pleafe to confider thereof, and Re-
port to His Majefty what you think pro-
per to be done thereupon. I am,

My Lords,
- Tour Lordfbips
moft Obedient, and

moft Humble Servant,

Whiteball, Sept. 26. L
1717. J. ADDISON.

To
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TotheKiNG’s Moft
Excellent Majefty.

Th MEMORIAL of she Lord
- "ArcHiBaLD HaMiLTON, late
Governowr of Tour MaJESTY'S

Hland of Jamaica, |

Humbly fbeweth,
1. HAT during the whole Admini-
ftration of the faid Lord Archi-
bald Hamilton there, he endeavoured. to
adt in all refpets agreeable to his. Inftru-
&ians, and according to- the Duty of ‘his
Office, in Support of your Majefty’s
Rol);al Authority, then manifeftly ftruck
at by a Set of violent and ill defigning
Men- o ’ ' . .
2. That he had the Honour of your
Majefty’s Approbation of his Conduck
from Time to Time; when upon the Re-
prefentations h¢ made, of the Misbeha-
viour of fgveral of your Majefty’s Coun-
cil there, who had . chiefly diftinguithed
themfelves in Oppofition to your Service,
your Majefty was pleafed to thew Marksf
Q
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of your Difpleafure, by removing them
from your-Council. y L
3. That your Majefty, by your Royal
Letter of Privy-Seal, thought fif to re-
uire feveral Matters of the Affembly, in-
ifpenfably neceflary. for the Safety and
Welfare of that Ifland, and amongft othér
things, recommended to them the- giving
the neceffary and ufual Subfiftance to your
two Independent Companies there; the
Difcharging a Debt of 270024 6. 34.
Money advanced by the faid Lord Areh;-
bald, and the then Council,  on. that Ser-
vice ; which Debt the fai;f Affembly, in
an undutiful manneg, refiifing to difcharge,
fill remains due and unfatisfied.
« 4 That dltho’ by one of your Maje-
fty’s Inftru&ions to the ‘faid Lord 4rchi-
bald Hamilton, communicated by him to
the Council ind Affembly of Famaicd,
they were exprefly commanded (in cafe
any grourid of Complaint againft their
Governour fhould at any Time happen)
to give fuch Governour'a €opy of their
Charge, to the End his Defence and An-
fwer thereto might afrive ‘here, and be
both confiderd together; yet the afore-
faid Pacty in the Affembly knowing, as
there was no juft Caufe for any Accufa:
tion, fo if they did charge the faid Lord
Archibald Hwmilton with any Mal'c—-}\"([}tmi-
o niftra-
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niftration, id that equitable and - publiek
manner. prefcrib’d by your Majefty’s faid
Inftru@ions, they could not hope for
Succefs. - :

5. That in order therefore to compafs
their evil Defigns, and semove the faid
Lord Archibald Familtow from his Go-
vernmeat, a large Sum of Money was:
ugwarranrably fubfcribed and collected
by the leading Members of the Aflcmbly,
and remitted to Grear Britais, on pre-
tence of folliciting here the Affairs of
that: Ifland 3 a Proceeding withoue Pre-
cedent,. 2uad. codtrary to. your Majefty’s
Inflewctions, and‘thofe of your Reyal
Predaceflors: - «.. ;-.
4. That at. the Inftigation of che faid
Party, onei Bage, ‘Deputy Secretary: ‘of
that Ifland, a. Rerfon unqualify'd, and of
an ill Chasader; and: whom the faid Lord
Archihald Eomilton had therefore refufedt.
to admit inte thac Office, till He' received-
your Majefty’s exprafs Commarids for: fo-
doing ; deferred his Office; and left: the-
Ifland, caatrary to Law, witheut the Li-
cence or Privity of your Majefty’s rhen.
Goveenoun S

-:7. Tharthe faid- Page artiving’ in-Great
Britain, together with' an- obfcure: Perfor;
one Arlingten, defray'd out of the Sub-
{gription.Money. aforefaid ; made Affida-

TRRNLY vits,
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" vits, chiéfly rehearfing: what they had
heard faid’ by Perfons, Enemies to Lord
Archibald Familton, touching the Rob-
berics committed on the Spawiards : in.
Subftance :containing, that the faid Lord
Archibald Hamilton had encouraged Per-

fons to Fith upon the Spawifb Wrecks on-
- the Coafts of Florida, and rob the Spa-
siards on the faid Wrecks, and was con-
cern'd therein himfelf In which Affida--
vits -the faid  Perfons now: appear to be
wilfully and corruptly pétjured.

8. That your Majefty was then pleafed
to recal she faid Lord Archibald Familten,:
and appoint Mr, Heywood to fucceed him'in”
that Government ; whom the' faid Lord
Archibald Flamiltor had foine. Months be-
fore, by the unanimeus: Advice of ‘the
Council,  removed froni your.'Majefty’s
Council; . as likewife: from being Chief.
Juftice of that Ifland; -the Refolution .of.
that Board' being, that-it was inconfi-.
fient with .your Majefty’s: Service, ' for
the faid Mr, Hgjwood. ta.continue any -
longer in .thofe Placss of Truft, in that
time of -Danget and Difficulty.. - .

9. That the new’ Councillors whem.
your Majefty was pleas'd ro appoint with
the faid New Governour, were thofe whom .
your Majefty had before, at the Inftance
of the faid Lotd Archibald * Hamilton,

o ' thought
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thought fit to difplace, and who had con-
tinued their Oppofition to your Service,
and others the moft violent Men in the
Affembly, who had fubfcribed moft large.
ly to the Sum colleéted and remitted, -as
aforefaid, who then became the Majo-
rity of your Majefty’s Council there. -

1o, That your Majefty was pleafed to
Empower this New Governour and Coun-
cil, to enquire into the faid Lord Archis
bald Hamilton's Condu ; and give them
a difcretionary Power to feize his Perfon,
to be fent” 6ver hither, with propéer Evi-
dence for convi&ting him, according to
Law. -

11. That far from complying with
your Majelty’s Infiru&ions relating to
this Affair, the faid New Governour and
Councillors, in the*Enquiry made by
them, adted in the moft arbitrary, par-
tial, and injultifiable Manner, denying
the Lerd Archibald Hamilton, the -com-
mon Right of the meaneft Britifb Sub-
Je&, viz. A Copy of their Charge, or by
any Means, to give him any Knowledge
of what they hadto alledge againft him;
thereby greatly abufing the Truft repofed
in them by your Majefty. The Mea~
fures they took, having been with the
only View, of afperfing the faid Lord
drehibald Hamilton, by fcreening the

- ’ B Guilty
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Guilty againft your Majefty’s juft and
Royal Intention, of making Reflitution
to the Spaniards.

12. That thus unheard, ignorant of
his Charge, did the faid Mr. Heywood and
New Councillors, late Aflembly-Men, .-
feizg the Perfon of the faid Lord Arehi-
bald Hamilton, and at a Day’s Warning,
fent him a Prifoner to Great Britain ;
having granted a very extraordinary, if
not illegal Warrant for his Commitment
and all this by a Majority of one only,
and thofe New Councillors ; the reft pro-
tefting againft theit Proceedings.

13. That the faid Lord Archibald Ha-
milton, {ince his Arrival here, has con-
tinued many Months under Bail, to ap-
pear and anfwer his Charge ; having,
in the mean time, made frequent Appli-
cations to have the faid Accufation
brought to a Hearing.

14. Thart the faid Governour and Coun-
cillors, confcious of theInjuftice of their
Proceedings, have entirely drop'd their
Cliarge, and have chofe rather to dif-
obey your Majefty’s Royal Commands,
than ‘appear any farther in the Matrer,
or fo much as atrempt to fupport their
Charge.

. By all' which it manifeftly appears,
that the faid Complaint . was raifed
s o through
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through the Malice of the faid Perfons,
without any juft Foundation, but merely
with Defign to pfocure the Recal of the
Lord Archibald Hamilton.

Wherefore, as he has fuffered fo much,
and been fo ignominioufly treared
by the Perfons aforefaid, for main-
“taining with Zeal, your Majefty’s
Royal Authority ; fo having the ful-
left Confidence in your Majefty’s
known Jufticé and Goodnefs, in Con-
fideration of his long and. faithful
Services, both by Sea and Land, he
humbly conceives himfelf entituled
to fome Mark of your Majefty’s
Royal Favour; and befeeches your
Majetty, as well for reftoring his in-
jured Reputation, as for difcourag-
ing fuch evil Practices for the future,
to remove the faid Councillors, and
Deputy Secretary, from thofe Trufts;
the firft having not only, cver fince
your Majelty’s happy Acceflion to.
the Crown, conftantly oppofed your
Service, but alfo abufed your Royal-
Authority, weakened your Govern-.
ment there, and difobeyed your
Royal Orders ; and the other, noto-
rioufly malverfed in his Office.

B 2 . MI-



MINUTES of the Lords Contmf-
fioners for Trade, &c. upon Hear:
g the Lord Archibald Hamilton,
on each Article of bis fad Memo-

rial.  Prefent
- Lord Suffolk.
My. Chetwynd.
Str Charles Cook.
Mr. Molefeworth.
Myr. Pultney.
My. Bladen,

HE Lord Archibald Hamilton, late
Governour of Jamaica, attending
as appointed, he produced to

their Lordfhips feveral Papers, in Proof
of the Allegations of his Memorial to the
King, referred to this Board, and men-
tioned in the Minutes of the 27th of the
laft Month ; his Lordfhip proceeded to
his Proofs in Order, as the refpetive
Paragraphs ftand Numbered in his Me-
morial; and begun by obferving, th]at
: the
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the Differences he had with the Affembly
of Famaica, were chiefly upon three
Points, which his Inftructions, - and the
Board ‘of Trade, had recommended to
him, viz. the pretended Powet inthe Af-
fembly, of Adjourning themfelves for
what. Time they thought fir, without
Leave.from the Govérnour ; their de-
nying the Council any Right of amend-
ing Money Bills ; and refufing to make
Provifion for Subfifting His Majefty’s
Forces there, which had been recom-

mended by His Majefty. -

1. To prove, . that during the whole
Adminiftration of the faid Lord Archibald
Kamilton there, he endeavoured to a&,
m all refpects, agrecable to his Inftructi-
ons, and according to thc Duty of his
Office, in Support of His Majefty’s Royal
Authority, then manifeftly ftruck ac by
a Set of violent and ill defigning Men
his Lordfhip referred to Mr. Sccretarf'
(now Lord) Stankepe’s Letter of the 25th
of February, 1714-15. which approves the
feveral Steps taken by the faid Lord Ar-
chibald Hamiltor, in Exccution of the
Orders fent him, upen the Death of Her
lare Majefty : And to ‘His Majelty’s Lec-
ter of the 13th of Ay, 1715. relating ro
the difcharging of - Publick Debrs, and

B3 the
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the Subfiftance of the two Indepcndent
Companies there; wherein His Maijefty
was plcafed to exprefs His Royal Plea-
fure inthefe Terms, viz. ‘We expect you
¢ will contirrue your beft Emdeavours for the
¢ Advancement of thefe good Ends,. which
¢we hope will reftore that our Ifland to 2
¢ flourifhing Condition. His Lordfhip far-
ther appealed to the Letter which: this
Board wrote to Mr. Sccretary Stawhope
the. x7th of February, 1715-16. wherein
it is reprefented, That by what -appear-
cd by the Books in this Office, the Lord
Archibald Hamilton fecmed cxactly to have
followed his Inftru@ions. . And as to His
Majefty’s Authority being ftruck at : by,
violent and defigning Men, his Lordfhip
doubted not, but the famc would fully:
appear in his Progrefs through: the fol-
lowing Articles. -

" 2. To prove the fecond Article. of 'the
Memorial, where his Lordfhip fays, he
had His Majefty’s Approbation of his
Conduct, by the Removal of fuch Mem-
bers of the Council, whofe Misbehaviour
and Oppofition to the King’s Service, his
Lordfhip had reprefented, he refetred to
the Report of the 25th of April, 1715.
made by this Board ; whereupon Mr.
Chaplin and Mr. Blair, who had encou-
raged the Proceedings of the Aﬁ'cmb{y,

rela-
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relating to their having the fole Right of
framing Moriey-Bills;: and to a Power of
Adjourning themfelves “at Pleafure, {5
were removéd from His Majefty's Coun-
cil in Famaica. His Lordthip added, that
he fhould give farther Inftances of Mr.
Chaplin and Blaii's Behaviour, in ex-
plaining the fubfequent Articles.

3. To fupport what is afferted in the
third Article, That the Affembly had, not-
withftanding His Majefty’s Recommeq-
dation, refufed to faake any Provifion for
the Subfiftance of the two Independent
Companies ¥ the Lord Archibald Hamilron
referred ro the Minutes of the Affembly
of .the gth of Nevember, 1715. and that
part thereof was_read ; where the afare-
faid Mr. Chaplin teported from a Coms
mittcé, of the faid Affembly, that the: Ace
counts of Money disburfed for the Sub.
fiftance of ‘Colonel Xundafyd's Regiment;
and the two Independent Companies,
were' of an unprecedented Nature, bein
disburfed without a Law, or the pgblicg
Fajth given for reimburfing the fame ;
and that the: Commirtee could not vake
npon them to determine, whether the fame
ought to be'paid or not: whereupon the
Aflcmbly: voted the’ faid Moncy to be no

ublick Debt, within the Cenftruétion of
Elis Majefty’s Letter of ‘the 13jth of May,
e B4 1715,
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1715, tho it dppears by a f{ubfequent
Letter of His Majefty; bearing Date the
yoth of April, 1716.relating to the Pay-
‘ment of that Money, . that His Majetty
did look upon ir as a publick Debt, and
recommended the fame to be provided
for as fuch, by his former Letter of the
13th of May, 1715. The Lord drchibald
took Notice as a farther Proof of its be-
ing a publick Debt, that Money advancéd
by the prefent Governour for the fame
Services, was not_ onli acknowledged as
a publick Debt, but has fince been re-
imburfed by the Affembly, with an Al-
lowance of 12 per Cemt. Intereft., -
4- Upon the fourth Article i_1is Lord-
~ fhip faid, that contrary to his Inftrudi-
- ons, communicated to the Council, Com-
plaints had been fent againft him to Eng-
land, which had never been communi.
cated to him in Jamaica, as would fully
appear by Proofs relating to the fubfe.
vent Articles, and more particularly to
~ the 11th. o :
- §. To the fifth Article, alledging, that
to .compafs their ill Defigns againft his
Lordthip, a large Sum of Mongy was
unwarrantably fubfcribed and colle@ed
by the Jeading Men of the Affembly,
and remitted ta Great Britain, on Pre.
tence of foliciting the Affairs of that
_ _ Ifland ;
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Hland ; his Lordfhip referred to-the Mi-
nutes of the Affembly of the a2oth and
21{t of December, 1715. and thofe Parts
which relate to the faid Subfcription were
-read, as likewife the Draught of the
Subfcription drawn up by Captain Bex-
net, who on his Lordihip’s Removal, was
conttituted of the Council under Mr. AHey-
wood. His Lordfhip obferved, that -the
Aflembly had, during his Government,:
prepared and fent. to the Council, 2 Bill
to raife Money for foliciting the publick
Affairs of the Ifland in this Kingdom ;
by which the Affembly had excluded the
Governour and Council from the very
Knowledge of what was intended to be
tranfa&ted ; the Council made feveral A-
mendments to the Bill, which the Affem-
bly rcfufing to admit of, on pretence.
that the Council had no Right to make
any Alteration to a Money Bill: upon
~which the Bill was drop’'d, and a Sub-
fcription was fet on foot; and his Lord-
fhip faid, he had been well informed,
that about 1100 L were raifed in the Af:
fembly, befides what was colle@ed in the
{everal Parifhes, contrary to His Maje-
Ity’s Inftru@ions. His Lordthip added,
that this Mcthod of raifing Money; was
at firlt propofed to the. Affembly in the
Nature of-.anp Ordinance, and rcad there
T - wice
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twice as fuch ; and as his Lordfhip liad
veafon to belicve, was afterwards drop’d -
and put out of the Form of Ordinance,
only upon fome Obfertations- which his
Lordfhip made, as to the Irregularity of
it. His Lordfhip obferved,-that tho’ the
chief Pretence for raifing of this Money,
was to folieit the Difpatch of feveral
Aé&s, he did not know, and he appealed
to the Board, if any Application had
been made fince thatTime, for the cons-
firming . any A&s of that Hland. From
whence he did: infer, -that the foremen-
tioned Bill, for foliciting' the publick Af-
fairs of the Tfland, as- ;selli “as the Sub-
fcription, were defigned: for private Ends,
and not for the’ publick’Service of thar
Ifland. S .
- 6. Ta thie fixeh Article alledging, that
at the Infligation of a Party, one Page,
Deputy Secrctary of Famaica, a Perfon
unqualify’d,of an ill Chara¢ter, and whom
hisLordthip had therefore refufed to admig
into that Office, till he received exprefs
Commands for fo doing ; deferted his Of:
fice, dnd left the Ifland, contrary to Law,
without the Governour’s Licence or Privity:
His Lordthip produced, and read a Letter
under Mr.Page’s own Hand, dated on Board
the Diamnf Man of War, the 6th’ of
March, 1714, whereof 2 Copy 'was anncx&
. o
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cd to his Memarial, defiring his Lordfhip’s
favourable Opinioh and Excufe, for de-
parting the Iland without his Lordfhip’s
Leave. My Leord likewife produced a
Letter. from” M. iBernard, ChiefJuftice,
and onc of the prefent Council of Famaica ;
wherein he fays,:i " That turning over the
¢ Patent Book one Day, inthe Secretary’s
¢ Office, he was aftonifhed.to fee anEntry
¢ .of a Ticket from Lord Archibald Ha-
¢ milton t0 Samuel Page, to go off the Iy
¢ fland. -Whereupon. my Lerd obferved,
that Mr. Page muft either have forged his
Lordfhjp’'s Name to aTicket, ot contrary ta
the T.ru?t repofed in him, and unknown to
his Lerdfhip, have filled up avith his own
Name; one of the Blank: Tickets, which
Muldiplicity of. Bufinefs obliged his Lord-
thip \to leave in hjs Hands, ready figned.
That Mr, Page had, with the Letter ho
wrote to his :Lordfhip, -after: his! icaving
the Ifland, fent:a Certificate of his. Indif=
pofition, as an Exgufe for his Icaving -tho
Ifland ; buc chat his Lerdfhip;could not
look -upon thar;as ajuft Reafoo:for his
going off fo abruptly and withous: Lcave.
His Lordfhip farclier.-scferred: to- the’ Mi-
nuics of the Council of Famarxd,: of the
“gth of March, 1715-16, upon this Subjcét,
whichwas tead. In relation to Mr. Page’s
not being qualified, his Lord(hip alledglcd,
that
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that fome of the Members of the Coun-
cil were always oblifcd to take the Mi-
nutcs of what pafled at that Board, where
the faid Page acted as Clerk. And as to
his ill ‘Character, his’ Lordfhip thought
the fame would more manifeflly appear
by the Proof of the following Article of
his Lordfhip’s Memorial.

7. The feventh Article alledging, that
the faid Page, with one Arlington in Great
Britain, defrayed out of the Subfcription
Money aforefaid, made Affidavits, chiefly
rchearfing what they had heard the Lord
Archibald Hamiltow's Enemies fay, con-
ccrning the Robberies committed on the
Spamiards; in which Affidavits the faid
Perfons now appear to be wilfully and
corruptly perjurcd. To prove the fame,
his Lordthip firft obferved, that Mr. Page.
in his Affidavit of the 15th of May, 1716,
has made Oath, That the Deponent heard
from Leoxard Bartony a Perfon of a fair
Chara@er, who was difpatched to the
Lecward part of Famaica, where this
Deponent was on.the gth Day of March,
that the faid Spanifb Sloop, with her
whole Cargo, was condemned in the faid
Barton's Prefence, the 7th Day of Marck
laft, &¢c. To contradi® which Affidavic,
his Lordfhip produced an original Affida-
vit of the faid Leonard Barton, takenfbe-

ore
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/ Yore Mr. Bernard, Chief Jultice of Famaica,
-the 17th of Augaff, 1716.which was read,
wherein the faid Barton depofeth in the
Words following, viz. And this Deponent
farcher faith, That he neither knoweth
Dr. Samuel Page, nor ever had any Commu-
nication or Diftourfe with him, touching
or concerning the Spanifh 8100% formerly
called the Xenfington, taken by Cap:ain
Francis Farnando, &c. Which Affidavit of
Mr. Barton, his Lordfhip took Notice,;:
muft have been true, and confequently
Page’s fitfe; becaufe the Condemnation
of the Spanifb Sloop was not till theax6th
Day of March, as appears by a Copy of
the Sentence under the Seal of the Ifland,
produced by his Lordthip ; whereas the
_faid Page had been feveral Days at Sea
‘before that Time, and yet he pretends to
have been informed of this Condemna-
tion by the faid Barton o long before it
happen'd, as the 7th of that Month. His
Lordthip farther obferved, that the faid
Page had depofed in the Words following,
viz. To which faid Memorial the faid Dox
Fuan could receive no other Anfver from
the. Governour, than that the ' Florida
Shore was part of the King of England s
Dominions ; and that as the Spaniards
had feized on fome Englifb Veflels fince
the Peace, the faid Governour believed
' the
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the faid Spaniards were indebred to the
Englifp more than thofe Sparifh EffeQs
would anfwer. To difprove which Affer-
tion, his Lordfhip - produced and read a
Minute of Council of the faid Ifland, da-
ted the gth of Fedruaiy 1715. and figned
by Mr. Page himfelf ; by which ic appears,
that feveral Aafwers were given to Don
Guan del Valle upon his Memorial, by his
Lordfhip and the Council of Famaica ;
who oﬂgtcd it to the Confideration bf the
faid Don Fuan del Valle, whether the pro-
fecuting the Officers and Mariners of the-
two Veflels complained of, and the iffuing
fuch a Proclamation as defired, might not
deter others, then out, from returning to
Famaica, and be a Means of putting them
upon fuch defperate Actempts, as might
be of more pernicious Confequence to the
Crown of Spain, &c. Whereupon the
faid Don Fuan del Valle declined infiftin

on any criminal Profecution, left fucﬁ
Confeqiiences happening, as might juftly
be feared, the Blame thereof might be
imputed to him. And that the faid Page
had been corruptly perjured, his Lordfhip
inferred from his having receiv’d part of
the foremention’d Subfcription Money, as
his Lordfhip was credibly inform'd ; as
alfo, that upon his Return to Famaica, he
~ had complained. of not having receivd
enough.
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enough. The :Lord - Familton farther
took Notice upon this Article; of a Pe-
tition from feveral Merchants of Famaica,
mention’d in the Minutes of the ‘Council
of that Ifland, of the 25th of Fune, 1714
which was now tead, praying, that upon
the Departure: of the Men of War, his
Lordfhip would take proper Mecthods for
the Protection of the Trade of the Ifland,
then in Danger, from Pirates: Where-
upon his Lordfhip faid, he granted feve.
ral Commiflions to Commandets of Vef-
{els, to go in queft of the faid Pirates ;
giving them proper Inftructions, and ta-
- king Security for the due Obfervance
thereof : Which Commiffions and Inftru-
ctions, as his Lordthip affirm’d, were the
fame that had been formerly given by his
‘Predeceflors on like Occafions, Copies
of which he promis'd to tranfinit to the
Board.. That” upon Complaints againft
fome of the Commanders of the Veflels,
he iffued a Proclamation for recalling
them.. His Lordfhip  likewife obferve(E
that Mr. Blair and Mr. Chaplin, two Per-.
fons concerned in the Complaint againft
him, were Security for fome of the Com-
manders of thefe Veffels. -

8. Upon the¢ ecighth Article, relating
to his Lordthip’'s removing Mr. Heywood
(now Commander in. Chief of Jamaica)
.. ) from
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from the Place of Chief Juftice, and from
the Council there; his Lordfhip referred
o the Minute of Ceuncil of the 14th of
February, 1715-16, whereby it appeared,
that his Lordfhip, conformable to-his Ins
{tructions, had not, only the Majority,
but the unanimous Advice of the Council
in that Proceeding. - :
9. As to the ninth Article, alledging,
that fome of the new Councillors whom
the King was pleafed to appoint with Mr.
Heywood the New Governour, were fome
of them the fame Perfons whom His Ma-
jefty had before thoughe fir to difplace,
and who had continued their Oppofition
to his Service; and that others of the
New Councillors- had been: the moft vio-
Ient Men in the Aflembly, in oppofing
the feveral Matters recommended by his
Majefty’s Letters, and had moft largely
fubfcribed to the Sum remftted, as afore-
faid ; His Lordfhip named Mr. Blair and
Mr. Chaplin as the former ; and Mr. Rif-
4y, Mr. Thomas Beckford, and Mr. Bennet
as the laceer. =
- As to the roth, rith, and x1a2th Arti-
cles, relating to the Inftrucion fent Mr.
Heywood and his Council, for feizing the
Lord HEamilton's Perfon, and fending him
Prifoner to England, with proper Proofs,
in cafe they fhould find him concerned lin
) the
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thie Piracy laid to his Charge, and to the
unjuftifiable manher in which ‘they put:
this Inftrucion in execurion againft the
faid Lord Hamilton, and f¢recning Offen-
~ders’; 'He averred, that having fent to
defire a ‘Copy of the whole Charge a-
gainft him, and repeated tliat Meffage,
hé:could obrain no Anfwer, as Mr. Cock-
burne, his Lordfhip’s Secretary, whom he
fent for fuch Copy, was now ready to
teftify upon Oath. That even Mr. Bri-
derick and Mr. Bernard, two of the Mem=
bers of that Council, were deni¢d Copies”
of what paffed at that Board ; to pre-
vent his Lordfhip’s knowing the full Sub-
ftance of his Accufation, whereby his
Lordthip had not the Opportunity of érofs-
examining Witdefles, as aforefaid. That
the Majority of the faid Council a&ed
very partially, in adjourning to tli¢ Houfe
of one of the® Members of that Board,
of their Party, who was indifpofed ; and
refufing to adjourn to another Member's
Houfe on the like Occafiori ; whereas-
if they had done it in this laft Cafe, the -
Votes for his Lordfhip's Commitment
had been equally divided. -
His Lordfhip being asked what Steps
were taken by Colonel Heywood, and the
Goverament of Famaica; to anfwer the
- Intent- of His Majefty’s forenientioned In- .
s C ftructions,
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ftructions, his Lordfhip faid he was un:.
acquainted therewith: That he was not
taken into Cuftody till a few Days before
he was fent away ; and that no Caufe of’
Commitment was fpecified in the War-
rant for that purpofe, which was figned
only by an Under-Clerk of the Council.:
His Lordfhip acknowledged he was in-
terclted in the Sloop Bemwet; but bei
fenfible that the Commander thereof l;:g
excecded his Commiffion, and broken his
Intru&ions, by the Seizure he had made
of ‘Sparifb Goods, his Lordfhip was far
from intending to reap any Advantage
from fo unlawful a Proceeding. And he
appealed to the Minutes of the Council
of Jamaica, of the gth of Fume, 1716.
for a Proof of his Integrity upon this Oc-
cafion. His Lordﬂii;irl‘(ewife farther af-
firmed, that above a Month before that
Council was held, and before Dow Fuan de
Valle had made any Complaint againtt
the Ship his Lordfhip was concerned in,
~he-had communicated his Intention upon
this Subje@ to Mr. Bersard and Mr. Bro- .
‘derick, two of the Council; who were of
Opinion, that his Lordfhip would do well
to temporize with Bewdifb, and receive
his owp  Sharc 6f the: Profit arifing from
the forefaid Capture from the Spawiards,
in order to fix the Proportion ‘of the fc;
T s vera
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veral Qwnérs, -and thereby to  difcoves
and fecure as many of the Effedts as pof-
fible, for the Ufe of the Perfons from
whom the fame had been illcgélg' takep.
And dccordingly his Lordfhip did receivg:
his Share of the Capture, and depofitéd
the fame in the Hands of the Provoft
Marfhal, fobjed ta His Majefty’s Orders,
where the fame now lies. »

- Upon this Qccafiop his Lotdfhip far.
#her obferved, that he had the rather chofe
to condué himfelf in this FranfaQion by
the Advice of the dforefaid Mr. Berward
and Mr. Broderick, becaufe they were both
_ of them Perfons learned in the Law ; the
firft being. Chief Juftice, and the latcer at
that time His Majefty’s Arvorney General
of Famdica ; and as they were perfe@ly
fnformed with what Intention it was that
his Lordmip did receive liis Share of the
faid Prize. Whea Mr. Héywoed and his
Couacil were afterwards deliberatiag whe-
ther they fhould pe juftify'd by His Ma-
jefty’s Tnftrudtions, ia fecuring thie faid._
Lord Hamilten's Pesfon ; the faid Mr. Ber-
‘#ard and Mr. Broderick did mike Oath of
‘the Truth eof the foremegtioned. Fa&,
.which they declared, in their Opinion, to
be a fuficiest Proof that the faid Lord
Fawilton was not concerped .in the Pira-
¢y ;. and, for chat Reafon they and two
€ ether
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other Members of the Council refufed to
confent to the Queftion for his Lordfhip’s
Commitment. ; which was carry'd only
by one Voice, as may appear by the Mi- -
nutes of Council of the 13th of Septem-
ber, 1716. o .

As a farther Proof of his Lordthip’s In-
tention to do Juftice to the Spaniards, he
referred to the Minutes of the Council of
the 21ft of Fune, 1716. by which it ap-
peared, how defirous he was that the
Appeal offered by the Spawifb Agents,
fom the Sentence of the Court of Ad-
miralty, tho’ not proper in Point of Form,
fhould have its Effect. : s

13. As to the thirteenth Article, his
Lordfhip alledged, that Mr. Heywood ha-
ving, contrary to his Majefty’s Inftru@i- -
ons, fent no Evidence to fupport the
Charge againft him, he had, fince his
Arrival here, continued many Months
pnder Bail ; and not only.petitioned for
a.Hearing, but given publick Advertife-
ments at the Exchange in London, that he
was ready to anfwer whatever any Per-
fons might have to obje¢t to him; but
thar no Body. had appeared; and Mr. -
Bendifh, who was fent over in order to
be the chief Evidence againft his Lord-
thip, had declared to fome of the Mini-
fters, as his Lordihip had been informed,
. thac
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that he had nothing to fay againfk -him.
And his Lordthip obferved, that this Mr.
Benrdifh was one of the Perfons concern-
ed in the Ship ‘that had committed Pi-
racy, “and the very fame that had brought
him his Share of the Capture, and who
by his Lordfhip’s Order in Council, had
given Security to return fuch Part of the
Spanifb Effécts as had come to his Hands;
notwithftanding which, the faid -Bendifb
had obtained from Mr. AHeywood a Noli
Prefequi, contrary te the Intention of His
‘Majefty’s Inftructions, fordifcovering and
‘punifhing all Perfons concerned in the Pi-
racies complained: of. :

- 14. Upon the fourteenth Article, im-
porting, that the prefent Mr. Heywood
and Councillors of Famaica had drop'd
their Charge on this Subject ; his.Lord-
fhip obferved, that this Board was well
-acquainted what Endeavours were ufed
to oblige ‘Mr. Page and Arlington to ap-
pear to what they had alledged againft
‘his Lordfhip ; fo that upon the whole,
his ‘Lordfhip hoped his Innocence might
now plainly appear, and that thofe of the
Council, who had fo notorioufly misbe-
haved’ themfelves, might not be continu-
ed of the Council, nor Mr. Page in the
Poft of Deputy Secretary. :

Cg4 Right
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nght Honoutable
Mt. Secretary AD DISON

S IR,
N Obedience to His Majelty’s Com-
_mands, fignify’d to us by your Lee-
tér of thc 26th patt, We havé -taken
_il\e Memorial &f the Lord Archihnhd Hy-
wnilton, lave Governowt of Yumuiva, inta
wur Confideration ; and his’ Lordfhip has
Jaid before Us feveral Proefs co make
ot the Truth of the Allegations therein
" Hi mirdhp Method of ding

1S L s Mecth procee
, Was 10 apply his Evidence to tire
cal Articks i Oundet, as they. now
.‘gaﬂd mambered i his Memoriad ; and a3
5 Proofs. wede ty. voluiinous, We
Inave rather d&d’etflg tranfimit Yo You 2
- Copy of eur Minikes, vogethér with the
i'cveral Papers ‘tnd Extrn s chiegeia refér-
; fed 10, annevied to his thund,dm
- 0 incorporate them in the'Bedy of chis
. Letter; that His. Ma)eﬁ may be the
otter able to judge, whether they da
not fu{ﬁcxcntly prove e Yeveral Faﬁs af-

_-ferted in his Lordmhip's Memorial.

You
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- You will be rPlt:afs:d to obferve,  that
moft of thefe Proofs confift of written
Evidence, as Inftruions and Letters from
His Majefty, Letters from the Secretary
of State anc{ this Board, and Minutes of
the Council in Famaica; and are ¢pn-
fequent]y of fuch a Nature, as cquld not
admit of Contradi¢ion, if the Perfons
complained of by his Lordfhip had been
prefent'to make their own Defenge, which
in this Caft was impra&icable, becaufe
"there are noné of them in the Kingdom.
But indeed, confidering the Natare and
Circumftances of my Lord Archibald Ha-
" milton's Cafe, the Prefumptions, as well
~as the Proafs, are very ftrong in his Fa-
“Vour; fince' the Profecution againft him
was é,j'ﬂti,r'e‘[%b drop"d, upon his %_._Otdfhip’§
~ beiirg difmiffed from His Majef}y's Service,
, ~]:ho"‘gbe‘_didf oftén folicit to be heard be-
. "fore. His Majefty in Council.
© The Orders giycn by His Majefty for
Tecuring Lotd Hamilton's Perfon, feem to
have been chiefly g':bt_md!ed upon the Af-
fdavits of Walter Arlingtoan and S@ag]
Page, pefent Deputy . Secretary to the
' _Iﬂfnd‘ %Y }uma'i:?,)'_whofe Chara&er at
that Time was not fo 'well known as-it
~has been finée.” And ¥You will perceive
by the Papers annexed, how lirtle reiaré'
i’gé_ faid Page has had to Truth, and how
Lt C4 far
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far his Zeal in that Caufe tranfported him
beyond the Rules of common Juftice.
~ You will likewife be pleafed to take
Notice, how ill an Ufe Mr. Heywood and
the Council have made, of His Majefty’s
Inftructions, for fecuring the Lord Ar-
chibald's Perfon; wherein, in our Opi-
nion, they wcre no wife juftifiable by
thofe Inftructions, becaufe they were
not directed by His Majefty’s Orders to
fend the Lord Archibald Prifoner:to Eng-
land, unlefs upon Examination it fhould
appear to them, that he was concerned
in the Piracy complained of by the Sps-
yiards ; the contrary whereof feems  ta
Us to be true. | S

~ Tt cannot but be 2 great Misfortune ta
. any Gentleman, ro be difmiffed the Ser-
vice of fo.excellent a Prince as, His Ma-
jefty ; but ro be removed in a manner fo-
reflecting 'upon his Chara&er, muft add
to the Mortification ; and we are forr
‘to find rhe Publick has been fo -lictle aci
vantaged by the Change, - S

We' fhall not take wpon Us tq deter-

mine, how far it might be proper for His

Majefty to comply with the Prayer of
- my Lord Arcbibalds Memorial ; tho’ if
- jf it fhould appear to His Majefty, .thac
- Mr. Heywood, and the other Perfons com-
" plained of by his Lordfhip, have been
. guilyy
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guilty of the Facs by him laid to their
Charge, We capnot but think it would
be for his Majefty’s Service in the Ifland,
and contribute very much to the better
fupporting His Majefty’s Government
there for the future, that His Majefty
fhould fhow fuch Marks of his Difplea-
fure againft them, as to His Royal Wi
dom may feem moft proper. '
But as to Mr. Pgge, We think it highly
neceflary for His. Majefty’s. Seryice, that
a Perfon of his Character fhould be re-
moved from the Place of Under-Sccretary
to.the Ifland of Famaics; “and from all
Offices of Truft whadoever, updér His
Majefty ; fince it will be ‘impoffible for
any Governour to difcharge his Duty in
fo-effectual a manner, as might otherwife
. be - expeCted from him,- whilft™ he*fhall
find limfelf in:the Power of a Secretary,
ia whem he cannot repofe the leaft Con-
fidence. Weare, SIR, ... -

_ fl’ou; maft Oi_e.tl{jg”t', and -.
D ’ ‘ _“moft Hymble Servants,
Pitdoal, OB 24. . J. Chetwynd. -

- ¥78e. in  ], Molefworth,
- .« D.Pulteney. .
Martin Blad_cn.

" THE
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ind wpon which it

y Misfortune, be-

could have an Op:

ity of juflifying My

Matks of His Maje-

Auft be chouglt »

ftrong Prefumption -of ‘my Imaoéenee, tbac
- His Majefty -has been gragioufly pleafed,
not only “to admit Me intoHis Royal Prc-
. fence,  but.to Giew . fingular Marks of his
3TD§fcpuntc1xancc upon thofe Perfons, who
had incitod aad firred up that Accufation
againkt Mc MAmd T fhould indeed have
content My Ufelf with this Juftification,
‘amd ehe C nefs -of -My- own Inte-
griey, .had T aot bacn .called ypon_ in fo
- ‘publick
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publick a manner, to Vindicare. My Re-
putation 1o the World, and which as much
as may be farther wanting, I fhall now
cndeavour to do, by confidering fuch
Part of the Arvicles as the Report was
not concerned in, and explaining fach
Part of My Coaduc as was not properly
before de Lords Commiflioncrs, to ju<
ihfy or condemn.

- And, Firfl, beciufe it is @ill infinuaced
1 the World, as if the Commiffions I
ated were defigned to favour Piracies;
%Tiaum: thoughr it neceflary to annex the
* Commiffions themfelves, with the- Ini-
freions I gave, and the Sccuricy %
gook; and muft crave the Reader’'s Pa-
tience, whilft on this and othee Heads,
1 enlarge & ittle upon whae the:Report
mrentions, rather than be morerediows i
publithing ur lempth the feveeal Repee:
femmations of the Merchants, and more
of the many .other Original Papers, ¢o
which thar Raport tefors, than I conceive
. It is too notodous, that from the very
Time of the Treaty of Sufpenfion’ of
~ Arms between Great-Britain and Spain,
vhere were ‘¢ontitraal Hoftilicies commic-

- -

¥ Vid. Appendix, Ne. 4, T, TH. :
~ red
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red on the Part of the Subjects of Spaint
both. by Landing on the Ifland of %a-
maica, and unwarrantably feizing and ta-
king our * Veflels. Sloops and Barks
were fitted out from many of their Ports,
particularly from the Southern Coaft of
Cuba ; feveral of which pretended to have -
Commiflions to feize all Veflels within
fuch Latitudes, as took. in Famaica, and
all its Trade: A Picce of Eight, or Spa-
»ifh Piftol, which is the current Coin of - .

_all our own Colonies, found®n Board -

any. Englifb Veflel, wds.-elled -Counter-
. band Goods, and a fufficient Caufé ' of
Seizure: and where Refiftance was made,
fome barbarous Murders were committed.
The Seas were become. mare dangerous
than in Time of War; -feveral-Applica--
tions werecmade to the Spawifh - Gover-
nours; without Effect:;- and our Merchants
were bid to-go.to Madrid for Redrefs.
In fhort, all .our Traders in .gencral-de-
clared, it’ was no longer practicable for
them to continue their Commerce of any
kind, unlefs they might have Commiffi-

. ® ALif of the whole amounting to about 40 (whereof
upwards of 30 were taken before any of the Commif-
fions were granted) bas been [ent over fince my Re-
moval, and laid before His Majefly by the Merchants,
with sheir feveral Proofs. .

ons
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ons granted them, to defend themfelves
againft Pirates. ' '

Nor were thefe Declarations in Words
only; befides the Petition of the Mer-
chants of the 25th of Fune, 1714. mén-
tion'd in the Report; the Aflembly of
Famaica, upon the 28th of December,1715. .
voted as follows; “ That fince the Peace,

. % We had Reafon to believe Qur Trade

““ more Secure, but find the contrary ;
“ many of our Veflels having. been ta-
“ ken under Pretence of Commiffions -
¢ from the Alcaldez of Trinidado, under .
¢« the Government of -the Havana.
. And by this Time the Merchants in -
Great Britain were become fo fenfible of
this, and fo much alarm'd from the Ac-
counts of their Correfpondents, that in
or about the :*...r. Month of Fanwuary,
1715-6. they prefented a Reprefentation
to His Majefty, fecting forth, * That the
“ Britifb Navigation in the American Seas,
“ fince the laft Peace, hath been in an
‘ unufual manner greatly interrupted by
“ Veflels chiefly mann'd by French, (as
¢ they were inform’'d) under Spanifb Com-
“ miffions, who had taken cﬁvcrfc Ships
 belonging to His Majefty’s Subjeés,
“ and made Prize of them under the
“ moft frivolous Pretences, as appeared
“ by a Paper annex'd: and if fome ftop
“ was
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“ was riot foon pur to this growing Evil,
¢ the Britifh Navigation in America won'd
“ in a fhort Time, be ruined ; and pray
“ fuch Relicf therein, as His Maefty
“ fhall think ft.” This Reprefentation
was deliver'd to the Secretary of State
by an eminent Merchant, who was in-
duced foon afier (by what kind of Argu-
ments I will not fay) to countenance,
in a very extraordinary maaner, the Com-
plaint againft Me The Confiftency of
which Proceeding, I muft leave him te
explain, and tg thew how the Commifiis
ons I granted, came to appear to him
more likely to encourage than fo pur
Stop to the growing Evil, he himfelf had
complained of. -
. And by another Memorial in the Month
of - 1716, théuMerchants again
fet forth, ¢ The. Apptchenfions they
“ wete under, from piratical Practices in
“ thofe Parts, and the want of Ships
4 of War there ; and humbly pray, fuch
« a Naval Strength may be order'd for
¥ .the Prote@ion of .the Ifland, as fhould
“ be thought neceffaty to fecure it from
¢ the Dangers it lay exposd to0.” And
thege were flill others of the like Nature,
from- Time to Time, which for brevity
fake, Yomit« -~ . . ¢
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I do not fay, that any of the Spaxifh
Governours - juftified thafe . Procccﬁi:ge.
Oni the comrary, it was credibly report-
ed, Two of their own Veflels, who had
done the moft Mifthicf, were at length
proclaimed Pirates by the ?aniards thems
felves, both upon Cwése and Hifpawiels.

Nor will I deny, but there were likes
wife fome few unjuftifiable Acs, and one
notoriqus  Robbery committed on the
Marquis of Natares, by our People, bex
fore thofe Commiflions -were granted.
But I appeal to my Cotrefpondence with
the Minifters, during the whole Courfe
of my Government, if I did not give
them the molt particular Accounts of -all
thofc Tranfactions ; and folicice Repara-
tion to be made to the Spaniards, equally
as to the King’s'Subjocts. And I have not
only had the Honour of their Letters,
which acknewledge it ; but even fram the
French and  Spaniards themfelves, the
moft authentick Proofs of my having
‘tndeavoured to do.them Juftice; and im
fome Cafcs, of -my baving effe@ually
dope it.. - . - : '
- At the Time I was prefled moft for
‘thefe Commiffions, We had osly one Man
~of War, and-one Sloop left om thcczw
maica Station, both foul, and in that
$¢fpe@ .unfic to go afer thofe lighs
: ‘ ombe
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himble Veflels which infefted Us; dnd
even fuch as they were, the Command.
ers had given me Notice, that they had
received Orders to- return to Britaix, as
foon as their Provifions were reduced,
which was vety near. Notr had .I any
Notice that they were to be relieved by
any other Ships, as in Fa& it afterwards
happen'd they were not;. but the Ifland
- was left for feveral Months without any
Man, of War for its guard. .
. Thefe were our Circumftances when
that unnatural Rebellion broke out, which
it was reafonable to fuppofe, employed
the whole Thoughts and Attention of
the Minifters. And We could have little
Expeé&tation of Ships fufficient to protect
Us, or a due Notice taken of our Affairs,
till thar was quelled, on which our All
depended. ' : , .
I thought it my Duty in the mean
Time, to provide the beft I could for the
Safety of Trade and Cemmerce in thofe
Parts ; Precedents were brought Me of
the like Commiffions having been granted
by Sir William Beefton, and others, My
Predeceffors. The Application was gene-
ral, and made even Zy fome of the very
Perfons, who have fince been my Fudges
and Profecutsrs. 1 took Advice of the
‘moft able in the Law, and the moft pro-
;L : . per
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per to be advifed by of the Legality of
them. And I knew in Nature, no other
Expedient to’ lielp, or fatisfy the Uneafi-
nefs of all People univerfally under My
Governmert ; tor could I poffibly fore-
fee ariy Inconveniencies that could natu-
rally arife from them.

I own, there was a Report of the Spa-
nifb Flota being loft, befere the Comimif-
fions were mage out, but not before fome
of them were ordered. And all We knew
of the Flota at that Time, was very un-
certain ; it Was generally faid they were
funk, fome on the Florids Coaft, and o-
thers .on thie Babamah Shoals, and that
the Men were all drown’d. And quickly
after, We had Intelligence from feveral
Parts of the Indies, that Veflels were fit-
ting out to go in fearch of the Wrecks ;
ang feveral went from Famaica, who had
no Commiffions ; which was not it my
Power to hinder, but by a general Em-
bargo.

The Queftion therefore with me, with
Refpe&t to the Commiffions, was, Whe-
ther this. Co-incidency of the Spanifb
Wrecks ouglit reafonably to ftop my In-
tention in- granting them. Every one
knows, Commiffions from the Crown have
been formerly granted exprefly for that
purpofe_ ;- And later Inftances have ihc\lvn‘,

- D that
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that thefe were looked upon of the fame
Nature with ozher Wrecks. But I confefs,
it did not in the leaft enter into my
Thoughts then, that the permitting, or
éven encouraging the going in quc(i: of
Wrecks in all %ircumﬁances, muft imply
an Intention to encourage Robberies and
Piracics ; much lefs did T conceive it poffi-
ble to make thefe Commiffions and In-
ftru&tions (for the Performance of which
I took good Security, in the Penalty of
1500 /. from each Commander, and which
are as exprefs as Words can make them
.to hinder and reftrain thofe Commanders
from any A&s of Hoftility whatever a.
iainﬁ any of His Majefty’s Allies) an
rgument and Encouragement for com-

micting thofe Hoftilities.
- T have been the fuller upon thefe Com-
miffions, in order to fhew that there was
a real Occafion for them, and that the
Defign of them had no relation to the
Spanifb Wrecks. But I infift upon it, that
even upan that fuppofition, it was more
advifeable to grant them than not : And
if the Securities . given were not ftrong
enough ro hold fome Men from commit-
ting Robberies, it is ridiculous to imagine
they would have been more reﬁraine? by
having given none. :
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I come fiow to the Articles themfelves,
in the Confideragian of which I will only
defire fo much Cendour from every Gen-
teman who fhall give himfs)f the Trou-
ble to perufe them, as to have regard to
the apparent View and Intention in every
Aiop: of Mine ; that gs it has been in-
finuaged the Spawiff Money was my
Temptation, and that without {fome In-
rereft of My ewn, I could not be fup-
pofed to emcourage Hoftilities for the
Crime fake ; if it fhall gppear, thar in
every Inftance wherein I had any Con-
cern, I was above thofe Temprarions, and
did what I could vo have Reftitation and
Satisfaion made, I hope in Cafes
wherein I had no Istereft, and I think
Bribery is not any where pretended, 1
fhall not readily be thought to have coa-
federated with my wery Enemies, to coms
mit Piracies. Of this kind is the Sub-
ftance of the firft Article, which did not
fall under the Cosfideration of the Lords
Commiffioners for Trade and Plantations.
It charges in general, “ My having
“ counfeld and advifed, not only the
“ going to the Wrecks, but if fronger
‘“ than the Spamiards, the beadng them
t off, and taking their Mosey from them.
Which is atterapted to be proved by one
Inftance only, and that by the Affidavic

D 2 N
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of the guilty Party himfelf; the Merit of
which was, to prevent a Profecution a-
gainft him and his Securities. For this
very Jonathan Barmet, Who commanded
the Snow-Tyger, upon whofe Affidavit this
Article is entirely framed, was the firft
who commitred Hoftilities upon the Cula
Shore, in Breach of his Inftru®ions ; and
occafioned the firft Complaint, which I
received by Don Fuan Del Pallee, from
the Governour of the Havana.

And here the Reader may take Notice
of another Inftance of Mr. Page’s regard
to Truth; he was Clerk of the Council
when Don Fuan's firft Memorial, and the
Governour of the Havana's Letter, com-
plaining of this S»ow, was read ; and yet
when he run away for Great Britain, and
carried the Lift of the commiffion’d Vef-
fels with him, this and one other Vef-
fel belonging to his particular Friends,
were the only he certified to have been
innoxious in the Account he gave the
. Minifters. But to return.

If my denial of thefe Words, alledg’d
to have been fpoken by me, and my op-
pofite Conduét in every other Inftance,
thall not be thought fufficient to clear me
of this Imputation, I will only obferve
a few Things, and leave it to the World
to believe Mr. Barnet or Me. '

: In
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* In the firft place, it is not fo much as
pretended I had any Concern or Intereft
in Barnet's Veflel ; he was a Creature of
the Fa&ion that oppofed Me, and em-
ploy’d by them. A

In the fame Affidavit he himfelf fwears,
that I told him, “T could give him no
“ Commiffion that would do him any
“ Service on the Wrecks, or any other
“ than to defend him againft Pirates.
And it is to be prefumed, he read and
confiderd his Inftructions, which put
him under the Penalty of 1500 Z if he
did, what he fays, I advifed him to do.
~ Befides, Galdy's and Barnet's Depofiti-
ons, which fhould relate one and the fame
Difcourfe, are very inconfiftent in many,
and do not agree in one Particular of
Moment. o

But fo intent was Barmet to purchafe
his own Peace at any Rate, that it ap-
pears plainly, he little confidered what he
fwore : He fwears, he came to my Se-
~cretary for the Commiffion in December.
Now it happens unluckil{, that the Com-
miffion’ was fealed, and he gave Security
the 24th of November, and he went to
Sea before December. 1If his Memory
could fail him in one particular, his Fears
or his Intereft might occafion the like
concerning an Expreffion in Difcourfe,

D3 aa
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and which Mr. Galdy, his Owner and Se-
curity, being prefent, did hot hear. :

‘The fecond Article of the Charge, re-
lates to the Sloops Eagle and Barfbeba,
and to Don Fuan's two Memorials. Let
any Petfon but read the * Minutes of
Council of the gth of Febraary, men-
tion'd in the Report, and hereunto an-
nexed, and he will be fatisfied it was not
poflible, without the greateft Partiality and
wilful Blindnefs, to frame this Ardcle,
But sotwithftanding this Minute was
béfore  them, and Mr. Heywoed himfelf
had been prefent, and concurring in what
‘was then done, they were refolved not
to contradict their Evidence Page; bue
to affert more roundly, thac the faid De-
puty had had no Anfwer to his firlt Me-
morial ; and then refer to Dow Fuaw's
fecopd Memorial, for proof of this Afferti-
on;, which flatly ceatradi@®s it, and ace
knowledges he had receiv'd an Anfwer.

It may be faid netwithftanding, that
that Anfwer appears by the fecond Me-
morial not to have been fatisfaltory ;
the Complaints being there renewed with,
greater Agpravations than before. To
the fecting which Matter in a true Light,

¥ pppendin, N 1Y,
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it muft be obferved, that the Circum.
ftances of Things were not fo vifibly
chang'd, as that Dow Fuan had alter'd hig
own Opinion and his own Meafures. For
whereas we had before concerted toge.
ther in the friendlieft manner, how beft
to fecure the Money, which was his Cone
cern to look after, and which I gave him
repeated Affurances that I intended to
effect ; he began now to liften ro the In-
finuations of thofe who oppofed His Ma-
jefty’s Government, and was by degrees
effeGtually wrought upon biy; them, and
as I have reafon to believe, by one Gen,
tleman in particular, (Whofe Acquaintance
with the Spaxifb Language and Nation,
gave him t{:c greateft Opportunity) nog
only to throw off that neceffary Confi-
dence, which was begun on my Side with
the greateft Mark of Refpe& I was ca-

able of fhewing him ; by admitting himto
gc prefent in Council, to affift in confulc-
ing the moft proper Meafures fot his own
Satisfaction, and which ought to have
been continued between Us ; but to act
now rather as a Party-Man among Us,
than a Perfon who thought himfelf vefted
with any Publick Character.

The Stile of his fecond Memorial, and
fome very unbecoming Expreffions in it,
altogether falfe in Fa&, as well as his

D & ‘gv
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affociating himfelf entircly with- one Set
of Men, and giving his own Certificate,
which I have now by me, to permit the
Snow-Tyger, belonging to Mr. Galdy, and
others of that Party, ( which was the
firft Veflel complained of, as has been be-
fore obferved) ro go to Sea again, at the
fame Time that he complains of the like
Permiffion, with refpe¢t to other Veflels,
are undeniable Proofs of this new Con-
dué of his, and of the little Occafion he
himfelf really thought there was for his
Complaint, “ of my permitting the very
4 guilty Perfons in the fame Veflels, ta

¢¢ proceed again to Sca. . '
Every Body knew that the Eagle went
out again after a Pirate, which had juft
before taken one .of our trading Veflels,
richly laden, to Windward of our Ifland,
which he may call in his Memorial, Re-
peating the fame Crimes, but was indeed
a fignal Service to His Majefty and the
Ifland of Famaica, and an inftance of the
Ufcfulnefs and indeed Neceflity of the
Commiffions I grapted: For the Sloop
that was taken by the Eagle, and which
that Memorial feems to complain of, was
one of the Pirate’s Prizes, and as fuch
was condemn’d, tho™ the Prifoners, who
were Pirates, taken in her, could not be
gry'din the famg¢ Courts of Agdmiralty,
| which
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which is his own Miftake, but were kept
to be try'd inaLegal and regular Way, and
had not been long in Prifon when that
Memorial was prefented : So that I mighe
with Juftice return him his Compliment,
for the unwillingnefs he fhew'd to let
the Eagte go to Sca on fuch an Account,
and for his Concern for thofe Pirates, as
well as his other Anfwers to our Com-
plaints. All which favourd but little.of
any Inclination in himfelf, to have that
Ju.({icc done in Qurs, which he required
in his own Cafe. :

As to the Barfbeba’s failing again with
the fame Commiffion, and my permitting
it by a frefh Let-Pafs, which is proved
by another Affidavit of Mr. Page, after
I had left Famaica: 1 can only fay, I
do not remember the figning that Let-
Pafs; hut conceive what has been plainly
made appear concerning Mr. Page’s Vera-
city and Fidelity, in the Difcharge of his
Office, may give juft reafon ro fufpe@ he
did, with refpe@ to this Let-Pafs, as by
his own Ticker, fet forth in the Report.
However, I would not load even Mr. Page
with any thing, of which I am not ver
certain. It may be pofiible I did know-
ingly fign fuch Let-Pafs ; if I'did, it was
in the ufual Form, and Mr. Page muft
hayg Counter-fignid ir, and certified thag

Sty
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Security was given in his Office, as the
Law. dire@ed. Nor can I yer perceive,
in what the Crime, or the Imprudence
herein is made to confift, or of what ufe
Mrt. Cavalier's Affidavit is, to fix any fuch
Charge upon me.

I believe Idid fend to Captain Fennings,
who commanded the Barfbeba, for his
Comnmiffion, as is there fworn; and that
it was upon Mr. Cavalier's own Applica-
tion, who was one of his Owners and
Securities ; and I required the fame from
every other Commander, where the like
Application was made: and fome of them
were delivered to me, tho’ with great Un-
willingnefs; the Commanders alledging,
that their Commiffions were neceffary for
their own Juftification, in their legal A&ts.
In the Cafe of the Barfbeba, 1 alted in
the fame manner as the reft ; I fent my
Orders to the Owners and Securities,
whofe Concern T thought it to be ; and
for what Reafon, or by what Accident
that Commiffion was not delivered up, 1
am not now able more particularly to fay,
nor didI indeed then think it to be a Mat-
ter of fo much Confequence as it has been
fince reprefented ; for I confefs, I was
then of Opinion (and I conceive I may
ftill be of that Opinion, without being
Criminal, tho’ I fhould be miftaken) that

it
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it was ‘more advifeable at that Time to
take Sccurity for the Behaviour of every
Veflel (which wasthe Effe@ of the Com-
miffions) than not. And it muft likewife
be obferv'd, that this Veflel failed again
fome Time befor¢ Do Fuan's fecond  Me-
morial, and in Confequence of the Mea-
fures agreed upon with himfelf upon his
firft ; becaufefhe could not beftop'd but by
a Profecucion, and a Profecution was then
declined, and indeed could not be without
fome Information upon Oathy which was
never offered. She fail'd again (at leaft,
as was precended) upon @ Trading Voy-
age, which had I taken upon my f{elf, by
my own Authority, without any legal
,P-mceedini to have hindred, it is very
obvious what a Clamour wou'd have been
rais’'d upon it.

_ Befides, Dow Fuan knew very well him-
felf, chat Captain Fewnings was a Perfon
of Subftance, who had about 4007 per
Annum of his own in Famaica : And it
was not therefore natural to fufpe he
had any Piratical Defign, or would en-
gupe in any fuch. And that the Perfons
in whoR Hands the greateft part of the
Money faid to be taken from the Wrecks
by the Sloops Eagle and Barfbeba was
lodg'd, were fufficiemly refponfible : that
it was not a Matter cndeavourd tw oo

CON- .
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conceal’d, the Parties themfelves acknow-
ledging the Receipt of the -Money, ‘and
declaring they kept it not as their own,
but expecting it, if Proof was made of
what was then only reported, to reftore
it. And in that refpe@, immediate ‘Pro-
fecutions were the lefs neceffary or ad-
vifeable, which had been Don Fuan's own
Opinion ; and if he had alter’d that Opi-
nion, as he profefles to have done by his
fecond Memorial, he had no Body to
blame but himfelf, in not commencing
thofe Profecutions, which he was told
from the beginning he had liberty to do,
and which the going out of thofe Sloo
did no ways hinder, with refpe& to the
Money which was lefc a-Shoar. - So that
thefe were odious Infinuations, without
Foundation; and made ufe of onlyin that
Memorial, to gratify other People’s Ma-
lice, and ferve Defigns which were then
hatching, and which afterwards fucceeded,
to my Misfortune.
As to the A&s of Cruelcy he mentions,
I know not the Truth of the Fa&s; but
if true, or if Piracies or Robberies were
afterwards committed, it was not inmy
Power to prevent them. And I-hope, I
am not to be anfverable for other Men’s
Villanies. As foon as conveniently could
be donc, after the Receipt of the fecond
Mema-
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Memorial, which was the firft Intimation
T had of any fuch Actions as are therein
fet forth, I publithed * two Proclamati-
ons, which I havé annex’d in the Appen-
dix, and which I hope, will be allowed
by every Body, except Mr. Heywood and
his five Councillors, to have gcen fome
Anfwer to that Memorial.

As to his general Infinuations, that
there was nothing on the one hand, but
Depredations, Plunderings, Robberies, and
Piracies daily committed, I fuppofe he
means on our Side ; I can only fay, he was
not fo ignorant as he pretended, forI had
taken care to inform him of many more
Depredations, Plunderings and Robberies
committed by the Spaniards upon us, than
even he himfelf complained of, as done
on our Side. And I defired he would
Remontftrate the fame likewife to the Go-
‘vernour of the Havana, and requeft him
to forward it to the Court of Spain ; But
be told me again and again, that he had no-
thing to do with it; and that our People
muft go to Madrid themfelves.

What is therein referred to the Memo-
rial of Dow Manuel de Arrembura, concerns
the Kenfington Sloop, taken by the Bennet,

* Vid. Appendix, N%. V, VI.
whida
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which fhall be anfweted in its proper
place ; and then, Thope, I fhall have gi-
ven Satisfattion as to this fecond Me-
~ morial of Dex Juan, * who, if I am righk-
ly informed, has been at length conyinc'd
himfelf, that thofe who prevaild with
him to prefent it, and enter into thei¢
Meafures, have done him no other Ser-
vice, than putting a flop to the Proceed-
ings upon the Appeal, which I had al.
low'd, in order to the Reverfal of a Sen-
tence, which kept the Spawiards out of
the greateft part of their Demands.

It is worth obferving, that 2 good deal
‘of Strefs is 1aid here in the fecond Arti-
cle, upon My not receiving what is cal-
led there My Share of the Money brought
in by the Sloops Zagle and Barfbeba s
-And two Affidavits are produced te prove,
that I told che Deponents,  J would have
““ wothing to de with it, for that I bad
*¢ beard it was taken from the Shoar. Which
I think was che fame as to fay, I weuld

~y \ ad

* Paragraph of & Lester from & Merchant of Ja-
maica, dated Olober 30. 1716. <« The Agens are go-
¢¢ ing, and don’t ftick to (ay, thatfincc Lord Hami/tes
4t'4s removed, and the Party Gtisfied, nothing is mind+
¢¢ ed bur to cover the Pirates; fo many of their Friends
¢ being concerned in Fennings, and Robbing the Sloop
¢ in Port-Royal Harbour.

have
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‘have nothing to do with Money unlaw-
fully raken. And yet it fcems, the refu-
fal of it was culpable with Mr. Heywood
and his five Councillors, whilft “their
whole Charge in the 3d, 4th, and sth Ar-
ticles, relating to the Bewwer Sloop, is
founded upon My having received a Sum
of Money, not to My own Ufe (tho’
thete was a colourable Pretence for it in
this Cafe, by the Sentence of a Court of
‘Admiralty, )but with a plain and declared
Intention, of fecuring it until the Pro-
perty fhould be legally determin’d.

But with fuch Enquirers, even Con-
traries were to be reconciled, and doing
and not doing, without any regard to
the Intention, was to be alike Criminal
in Me; the receiving Money however,
was thought the more plaufibly fo of the
two, and therefore that Matter was to be
the more labour'd ; Threats and Perfwa-
fions were both made ufe of to obtain the
Affidavics now publithed : and yet after
all, when the whole of that Affair is con-
.~ fidered rogether, what is there in thofe
Affidavits, that materially affe@s me 2
Whoever will perufe firft My own Secre-
tary’s Letter, produced by them as Evi-
dence againft Me, and My particular
Dire&ion therein to Fernando, (who com-

manded
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manded the Sloop Bemnet) * ¢ to ufe
 his utmoft Care and Diligence, thatno .
¢ Embezzlements be made of any part of
¢ the Cargo, or any Dividend made a-
“ mong his Men, that legal Proceedings
“ may be had thereupon ; the contrary
“ of which (1 told him ) would prove
¢ to the utter Ruine of himfelf and Fa-
“ mily ; and compare it with My. fub”
fequent Condué, fet forth in the Report,
That 1 firft declared My Intention of
-getting the Money into My Hands, in
order to its being fecured, as aforefaid :
And confider how neceffary it became to
temporize with Mr. Bendifh, who was
the Party who had all the Money in his
Hands, in order to compafs My Defign.
That inftead of giving Orders to direft
Fernando ot to come in, as he fwears, I
did, by my Letter of the 24th of May,
when I found fair Means and Perfirifions
were not likely to prevail, propofe to
Meffieurs Morris and Pratter, Fa&ors for
the South-Sea Company, to fit out their
Brigantine, in order to bring him in by
Force. The which Letter being an un-
anfiverable Proof of the Sincerity of my
Intention in this Matter, both with re-

* Vid, Articles, N¢.

fpect
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Tpec to the Service of the Spaniards, aid
of the South-Sea Company, I have ans -
nex’d it hereunto, with the Anfwer I re-
ceived *.  And that afterwards, when I
had got part of the Money, I did on the
oth of %une, 1716. + in purfuance of
fuch Declaration and Intention, make a
Depofite of that Money, and acquaint
the Council with My whole Proceeding
therein. And did likewife then ekamine
Mr. Béndifb, and the feveral other Per-
fons concern'd, and require them to de-
pofite their Money, or give Security ; and
in order to oblige them: thereto, directed
fuch a Proceeding as might ¢compel them,
as appears by the Minutes of that Day,
hercunto annex’d. All which will, I
hope, be allow'd to have been one uni«
form Proceeding tending to the fame End.
And that.afl this was done beforé I could
poflibly have the leaft Notice of any
Complaint "againft Me¢, or had any Su-
fpicion of it.- Whoever, I fay, con-
fiders thefe Circumftances, and obferves
in the Report, that Mr. Bendifp had the
Encouragement of a Noli Profequi; and
that his Examination was taken at feveral
‘Times, each Affidavit concluding, azd

_ * Vid. Appendix, N¢. VII; VIII, IX.
% Vid. Appendiz. N*. X. .
E §at-
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Sarther this Deponent faith not ;5 and all
ex parte, without any Opportunity given
me to crofs-examine him, and that he
has thereby retain’d the reft of the Meney
in his own Hands ; I am fully fatisfy'd
‘will not think it neceflary for me to
enter into every Particular of ‘his Affi-
davits ; efpecially fince this Matter has
already pafs'd the Examination of Mini-
fters, whom their very Enemies cannot
{ufpect of having been partial in my Fa-
your. . _

I forbear now, for Confiderations ob-
vious to the Reader, to enter upon that
Scene of Hardfhip I underwent, or to
complain of the Variety of Affronts and
Indignities put upon me by the Men then
¢xalted in Power. N
Alfperius nibil eft bumili cum [m;g_x"t'__z;gi :l_t'*mn.

Nor is it to be accounted for, how fome
Perfons, who had received many Civili-
ties from Me, and with whom I never had
any perfonal Difference, could be capa-
ble of joining in fo udworthy and inhu-
mane a Treatment, otherwife than that it
has. been long evident, thefe Men and
too many others in the Country, have
fufferd themfelves to be led, or rather
driven into all their unaccountable: Meca-

- ' fures,
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fures, by a Mah of infatiable Avarice and
Ambition, and of the moft revengeful and
implacable Temper; whofe Views have
bden tong fixd upon procuring zhat Station
for himfelf, which he hasbeen many Years
‘'oppofing, and endeavouring by the vileft
Arts, to bring to Neglec and Contempt ;
2 Method as vain and fruitlefs, as to ex-
pet to wipe out the Stains of his own
Life by malicious Calumnies om other Men.
Howéwver, though he has declared his
Oppofition to me was merely Perfo-
waf ; for which'-I know of no Occafion L
ever. gave him, unlefs he has efteemd it
ong, that I could not enter into a Con-
fidence with . fuch a Man; I hearti-
ly forgive him, and wifh, all other In-
juries may be forgiven him: And I will
venture farther, to give him this Piece
of Advice, not to truft to Subfcription-
-Money any more; but to depend that
his acting for the future, if he muft
be: a@ing, with. his Majefty’s Gover-
nours, in carrying on the Publick Af-
fairs for His Majefty’s Honour, and the
truc Intereft of his Country, will more
probably tend (if paft Deeds of the
deepeft Die can ever be forgot) to the
gratifying his ambitious Hopes, than his
obftructing thofe Meafures. And fo much
I have thought My felf oblig'd to fay,
oo E 2 R -
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not out of any perfowal Regard, bt
to point out the true Source of all
_ the ™ unbappy Differences in the Coun-
¢ry, and to unriddle the Myftery of the
late Proceedings againft me, which I be-
lieve have been the moft Extraordinary of
the Kind, that ever happend to a Per-
fon of my Character and Station in any
of His Majefty’s Colonies. - :
. But to conclude ; if intead of what is
charg'd by thefe Articles, it fhall now
appear, that I have not only not encou-
raged Piracy, but have had a due regard
to His Majefty’s Honour, and the Duty
of my Office during my Adminiftration;
and in refpe& to. the. Robberies com-
mitted, have .done every thing in my
Power, as a juft Governour and an ho-
neft Man, to dete Offenders, and by
the moft prudent and pra&icable Mea-
fures, to obtain:Reftitution to the In-
jurd on both Sides; and that My own
particular Concern in any Veflel, did
but the more determine me to that End;
I hope, in the Opinion of the World
(as well as that of His facred Majefty,
after having been fully inform’d) I fhall

* Refolution of the Council the oth of ‘March,
1715-6.

fot
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not only now appear innocent of that
Charge, and not to have deferved the
hard Ufage which was the Confequence
of it ; but likewife, that my Informers
and Profecutors have highly merited His'
Majefty’s juft Refentment, which they
have brought upon themfelves.

E3  APPEN.
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Jamaica fI.

His Excellency the Lord ARCHIBALD
HAMILTON, Captain General, and
Governor in Chief, in and over His Maje-
Soy's Jland of Jamaica, and the Territories
thereon depending, in America; Chawcel-
bor and Vice-Admiral of the [ame.

To Captain Jomfﬁ#u BarNEY, Commander of
- “the'Snow-Tyger,” Greeting.

HEREAS fince the Proclama”
tion of the Peace, lately con-
cluded between the Crown of
Great-Britain, and the Crowns
of France and Spain, feveral Bri-
tifb Ships, and other Veflels
have been taken by Pirates, and
frequentDepredations have been,
and are by them daily made
and committed upon the Subjeds of Great-Britain,'
on the High Seas in the #¥%fi-Indies ; whereby the-
Navigation to and from this Ifland, is rendred ex-
treamly dangerous and unfafe. And whereas, for
preventing of fuch Mifchiefs for the furure, it has
been adjudged neceffary, befides His Majefty’s Shi;;z'
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of War, to fit eur and Commiffion other privare
Men of War. And whereas you Captain Fonathan
Barnet, have to that End freely offered your felf and
the Snow-Tyger, whereof you are Commander, to
A& againft the Pirates, wherewith thefe Seas are at
prefent infefted, in His Majefty’s Service.

Now know ye, that by Virtue, and in purfuance
of the Powers and Authorities to me granted by
His Majefty, I repofing efpecial Truft and Confidence
in your Loyalty, Courage and Capacity, have by this
Commiffion, which is to remain in Force for the
Space of fix Months from the Date hereof, and no
longer, authorized and apﬁointcd, and hereby do au-
thorize and appoint you the faid Fonathan Barnet, to
be Commander of the faid Snow-Tyger, fitted out at
the Charges of your felf and Owners in a Warlike
manner, therewith by Force of Arms to feize, take
and apprehend all Piratical Ships and Veflels, with
their Commanders, Officers, Crew and Ladings ;
and in general to commit, do and execute all man-
ner of A&s of Hoftiliries whatfoever, againft fuch
Ships or Veffels, their Commanders, Officers and
Crew, according to the Law of Arms, and the Cu.
ftoms of Nations ; and I do hereby Command all
Officers, Mariners and Soldiers in the faid Snow-
Tyger, to be Obedient to you in all Things, as theic.
Commander. And you are to obferve dll fuch Or- -
ders and Inftructions, as are herewith delivered un-
to you, or you fhall hereafter receive fram His Ma-
jefty, my felf, or other your fuperior Officers. Given.
under my Hand aad Seal at Arms, ar St. Fago de la
Vega, the 24th Day of November, in the Second Year
of His Majefty’s Reign, Annoq; Domini, 1715.

A. HAMILTON:.
" By bis Excellency’s Cominand, ‘
WiLL. CQCKBURN.

E 4 AR
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Ne. 1T,
. Jamaica {[

His Excellency the Lord ARCHIBALD

- HaMmivTON, Captain General, and

Governor in Chief, in and over His Maje--

Sy's fland of Jamaica, and the Territories

- thereon depending, in America, Chancel-
" lor and Vice-Admiral of the fame.

Faftrutlions for Captain JoNA THAN B ARNET,
‘Commander of the Snow-Tyger, whick:are to'
“remain in Force fix Montbs, no longer.

1. Y OU are according to -your Commiffion ta

: commit, do and execute all manner of A&s
of Hoftility againft Pirates, according to the Law of
Arms. .

2. That you do not on any Pretence, commit any
A&s of Hoftility, Depredation, or other Injuries or
Trefpaffes whatfoever, on any of His Majefty’s Al-
lies, Neuters, Friends or Subjecs, but that in all
Things yeu fucgour and relieve them according ta
your Capacity.

. 3. That you bring intp your Gommiffion-Porr all
fuch Pirarte or, Pirates as you fhall take, there to be
proceeded againft according to Law,

4. That you.keep a fair Journal of all your Pros
ceedings ; and on your Arrival, you deliver to His
Majefty’s Captain General, or Commander in Chief
for the Time being, a fair Tranfcript or Copy there-

fg . )

e 5. That under Colour ‘of your Commiffion, you -
do not cagry off this Jfland any Perfon of Perfans
]
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notorioufly indebted, either Planter, Merchant, of
others ; but that you take Care to inforin your felf
aright of each and every your Men's Conditions and
Circumftances, and bring them all back again with
you (Death and Danger of the Seas excepted ) and
that before you fer Sail from the Harbour of, Pors-
?;41, you ‘deliver to the Chief Offices of the

uftoms of that Porr, an exa& Lift of g}l your
Men, belonging to your faid Smow-Tyger, containing
}heir Names, Ages, and Defcription of their Perz
ons. ' o 2!

6. You are hergby reqiiir'g
tq wear no othe¢r Jack, than
that worn by His Majefty’s
Ships, with a Diftin&ion of
a white Efcutcheon in the
middle thereof, accorcling. to
the Sample hereuynto annex'd. s

Of all which Inftructions
you are to take due Notice,.'
"and pay Qbedience thereunto, "
Given under my Hand at St.
ivago de la Vega, the 24th of

pvember, 1715. .

A. HAMILTON.'

& Sd
G 99

N°. I, -



*(74)
Ne. 11,

_:-=_.Jém=tica fl.

‘NOW all Men by thefe Prefents, that we Fome-
' thaw Barnet,- Commander of the Snow-Tyger,
Lewis Galdy, and Daniel Axtell, of the Parith of
Port-Royal, Efqgrs. are held, and firmly bound unto'
his moft Excellent Majefty G EOR G E, of Greas-
Britain, France and freland, King, &c. of Famaica
Lord, Defender of the Faith, {c. in the Sum of one
thoufand five hundred Pounds, current Money of
this Ifland, ©o be paid unto his faid Majesty, his
Heirs or Succeffors ; to which Payment well and-
truly to be made, we bind our felves, and every of
us, our and every of our Heirs, Executors and Ad-
miniftrators, jointly and feverally, firmly by thefe -
Prefents, fealed and darted the 24th Day of Novem--
der, in the Second Year of His Majefty’s Reign, -
"Annoq; Domini, 1715. ‘

‘The Condition of this Obligation is fuch, That
whereas the above bounden - Fonathan Barnet hath
obtained a2 Commiffion, bearing equal Date with
thefe Prefents, from his Excellency the Lord Archi-
bald Hamilton, Caprain-General, and Governor in
Chief of this Ifland, and other the Territories there-
on depending, Chancellor and Vice-Admiral of the
fame, for a private Man of War, againft Pirates,
for the Snow-Tyger, Burthen * * * .: Tuns, es
thereabouts, mounted with * * ° ** ‘Guns, and
navigated by * © * * Men ; and that the fame is
fired out at the Cofts and Charges of himfelf and
Owners : If therefore the {aid Fonathan Barnes fhall
well and. truly preferve the Leagues of His Majefty
with his feveral Allies, Neuters and Friends, accor-
ding to the feveral Treaties and Capitulations ; and
#Mo vfe his utmoft Endeavours to take, burn, ﬁ:nlz
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and otherwife deftroy all fuch Pirate or Pirates; as
he may meet with; and to bring into his Commif-
- fion-Port fuch Pirate or Pirates as he fhall feize or
take, there to be proceeded againft according to Law 3
and fhall not carry any Man off this Ifland, but Sea-
faring Men, in his faid Snow-Tyger ; and alfo perform
and obferve she Inftrutions given him with the faid
Commiffion ; then thisObligation to be void, other-
wife to remain in full Force and Virtue,

Sealed and delivered in Fonathan Barnes;

the Prefence of us i Lewis Gal
William Cockburm, ’ ' D‘n;:l ;xdo:;.
Thomas Turner. i

NIV,
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Minates of Council of Jamaiég, the oth of
. Febtuary, 1715-16.

PRESENT -

His Excellency Lord Axrcuizaip HamizLoN,
Captain General.

Peser Hepmood, Rickerd Righy,

Francis Rofe, Thomas Bernard,

" Gobn Stewart, Efqrs. | Fames Archbould, >Efqrs:
Fokn Peck, Fobn Sadler.
Valentine Mumbee,

HIS Excellency and the Council taking into their

Confideration the Letter te his Excellency from-
the Governour of the Havanna, the Extract of a
Junto of the Council of Commerce at the Havanna,
and the Memorial of Captain Don Fuan del Valle,
Peputy of the faid Council of Commerce of his
Catholick Majefty, and of the Flota, lately under
the Command of Don Fuan Eftcbano de Vuillia, Kt.
of the Order of St. Fames, in the Prefence of the
faid Don Fuan del Valle, in order to his Excellency’s
and the Council’s berter underftanding his Demands,
whereby his Excellency, with the Advice of the
Council, may return fuch Anfwer to the faid Lerter,
Memorial, ¢c. as is agreeable to Juftice;

Declare their utmoft Deteftation of the Hoftilities
and Depredations faid to be committed by the Sub-
jects of the King' of Great-Britain, on the Subje@s
of his Catholick Majefty, in Violation of the late
Treaties of Peace and Commerce between their faid
Majefties. His Excellency and the Board concte;ve
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they have not given any juft Occafion far charging
his Britannick Majefty’s Government in this Ifland;
with the leaft Breach of, or difregard to the faid
Treaties, concluded berween their Brizammick and
Catholick Majefties : On the contrary, his Excel-
dency and this Board bad an Opportunity of givia,
an early Inftance of their Sincerity and Readinefs
ftrictly to oblerve the fame, upon Occafion of 2 Com-
plaint from Hifpaniola, of a Defcent made on. that
Ifland, juft after the Sufpenfion of Arms, and before
the Knowledge of it to the Perfons making that De-
{cear, .who carry’d off feveral Negroes, a Quantity of
Indigo, and other Things of a confiderable Value ;
for all which his Excellency caufed full SarisfaGion
to be rendred to the Parties aggriev'd in two Days af-
ter he had Notice thereof, .
And his Excellency was very much furpriz’d, when
apon a like Application fome litde Time after to the
feveral Governments of Cuba, for Sarisfaction, in
behalf of one of his Britannick Majefty’s Subjects on
the North-fide of this Ifland,  who was robb'd and
plundes’d by the Subjects of - his Catholick Majefty,
. and no Satisfaction could be obtained ; which cannos
"be unknown to the prefent Governor of the Havanxs,
the Perfon aggriev'd having Perfonally atrended the
faid Governor at the Hevanna, with Letters from his
Excellency on that Subject. : L
So that the Spaniards being the firft Aggreflors, his
Excellency and the Council think they fhould be the
firft 1o give Satisfaction, ar leaft they conceive it
highly reafonable thar the Sarisfaction to be made
fhould be Reciprocal. .
.- Thatasto fuch part of the Flota Ship-wreck'd on
the Coaft of Florida, as remain’d in the Poffeffion of
the Subjects of his moft Carholick Majefty, of
which it is pretended they were difpoffefs'd ; it.is
the Opinion of his Excellency and the Council, thas
the Difpofeffors are Robbers, and ougbt to be treated
-as fuch; but conceive fuch part of the faid Flora, if
any, lying Dereli®, from which the Subjeéts Coi his
. -
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Caiholick Majefty were not drove and forcd out of
Pofleflion, beloaged to the firft. Occupant. oo

That they «could no ways admit, that the Babama
Iflands weré part of the Dominions. of the King of
8pain, but look'd upon the fame to be his Britannick
Majefty’s, and had for a lbng time paft been in the
Poffeflion of his Subjets. . : =

That his Excellency and the Board are of Opi-
nion, that Reftitution ought to be made to the Subs
je&ts of his Catholick Majefty, for their Loffes fu+
ftain’'d, by Hoftilities commitred on them by. the
Subjes of his Britannick Majefty, fince the firft Suf-
penfion of Arms. . N
~ But his Excellency and the Board offer’d to the
Confideration of the {aid Don Fuan del Valle, whether
the profecuting the Offiaers and Mariners, belong-
ing to the two Veflels complain'd of, or iffuing fuch
Proclamation, as is defired in. the faid Memoriak,
may not probably deter others that are ftill out, and
may have been upon the Wrecks, from retusning to
this Iland, and be a means of purting them upon
defperate Attempts of more pernicious Confequence
to0 the Crown of Spain ; and whether the deferring
Profecution until the return of all or moft part of
the Veflels, fufpected to have commirted any unlaw-
ful AQ, may not upon that Account be moft advife-
able 3 but affured him at the fame time, he was at
Liberty to take fuch Meafures againft the Subjecs
.of his Britannick Majefty in this Ifland, for the Sa-
tisfaltion of the-King of Spais and his Subje&@s, for
all Hoftilities committed on them, as by the Laws of
Great-Britain and this Ifland are prefcribed.

Upon. the whole, the faid Don Fuan del Valle de-
clin'd infifting on any Criminal Profecution, alledg-
ing, that in Cafe of fuch Confequences happening,
as might juftly be fear'd, ‘the Blame thereo};wmight
be impured to- him.- R

And further defired, in regard to the Amity and
Friendthip. between. their Catholick and-Britanmick
Majefties, his Excellency and the Council wou'd take

fuch
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fuch Meafures for the Satisfa&ion of his Catholick
Majefty and his Subjecs, in the Premifes, as to them
fhould feem moft juft and reafonable; and as to the
Reftitution for the Damages his Britannick Majefty’s
Subje&s have fuftained,. from Hofhilisies commirtted
by the Subjes of his moft Catholick Majefty, he
knew no other way but by applying .to the Court of
Spain. ‘ :

PI!: is therefore the humble Opinion and Advice of
this Board, that his. Excellency:ibe: pleas'd to rétusn
fuch Anfwer w the Governor of the Hevamma's Let-
ter, and Reprefentarion of the Council of Commerce,
as his Excelleacy. fhall think advifeable on thefe
*iﬁds. : oL . 3 3 “

. And the Board at.the fame time humbly defir'd
Kis Excellency, that he would. nrake the moft pref-
fing Inftances, thay Satisfaétion -bg-made to his Bri-
sanwick Majefty’s Subje@s, fer the Damages by them
{fuftained, from, Hoftilities commitred by the Sub-
jeQs of the King of Spain, ar a moderare Compura~
tion, amounting at leaft to Two hundred thoufand
Pieces of Eight, with the Affurances of the Conti-
auance of our wnoft Endavours, for rendring as far
as in us lies, ample and impareial Juftice upon all
Occafions to the Spanifb Nation. :

"A. HAMILTON:

8. Page, Secretary.

R R
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By his Excelleny - the Governot;
'X’Pnoci AMATION. -

HEREAS fince the Proclamarion of the
- Peace, larély concluded between the Crowns
Of Great-Britain and Spain, feveral -A&s of Hofti-
diry, Depredation and Piracies, - have by Spanifb Vef-
fels been committed and made upon the Subjeds
‘of Gret-Britain, on the High Seas in the Haft.dn-
-dies, whereby the Navigation'fo and from this Ifland,
-has been rendred extreamly darigerous and uneafy.
1And whereas, upon the Application of feveral Mer~
~chants and Traders, Inhabitants of this Iflaud, for

. -the Prevention of fuch Mifchiefs, it was thought
nieceffary, " befides His Majefty’s Ships of War, to
Commiffion other private Men of War, in order tb
the fupprefling fuch Pirates and Sea-Rovers,” Com-
-miffions were accordingly granted for the feizing,
taking and apprehending all Pirarical Ships and Vefs
fels, with their Commanders, Officers, Crew and
Ladings, and in general to commit, do and execute
‘all manner of Acts of Hoftilities againft fuch Ships
and Vetfels, their Commanders, Officers and Crew,
according to the Law of Arms, and the Cuftom of
Nations ; fince the granting which Commiffions, ma-
ny Complaints have been made of Piracies on the
High Seas, and other Depredations committed both
on the Subjects of the Crown of Framce, and the
Subje&s of the Crown of Spain, as well by fome
Veflels fo commiffion'd, as by other Veflels belong-
ing to this Ifland not having any Commiffion, con«
travy to, -and in manifeft Breach of the Inftrutions,
together with their refpective Commiffions delivered
to the Commanders of fuch commiffioned Vei‘l;el.:i

n
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And whereas the Intention of granting fuch Coril
miffions has béen notorioufly perverted, there being.
too juft Reafon to apptehend, that feveral A&s of
Piracy and Depredations have been committed, as
well by fome of the Veffels fo commiffioned, as by
other Véflels failing out of this Ifland without any
Commiffion. e

To the intent therefore, that an imimediate Stop
may be put to fuch deftructive pirarical and illegal
Proceedings; I have thought fi, by and with the
Advice of the Council, to iffue this Proclamation,
ftrictly commanding and requiring all Commanders
of Veffels, commiilioned as afotefaid, upon their Al-
legiance, forthwith to return with their refpetive
Veffels to the Harbour of Port-Royal, in this Ifland,
together with fuch Veffels and Effects as have been
by them, or any of them feized or taken, by Virtue
or under Colour of fuch Commiifions, to the intent
that fuch Proceedings may be thereon had, as fhall
be agreeable to Law and Juftice. Given at St. Fago
de la Vega, the 24th of April, 1716. In Teftimony
whereof, I have caufed the Great Seal of this Ifland
to be hereunto affixed.

A.HAMILTON,
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By bis 'Exce'llencj the Governor,

APROCLAMATION.

W HEREAS it has been reprefented to'me, by

; a Mémorial deliver'’d by Dos Fuan del Vale,
ftiling himfelf  Deputy of, and of the Council of
Commerce of his Catholick Majefty the King of

-Spain, that divers of the Subje@s of his Brirannick
«Majefty belonging to this Ifland, had in a warlike
‘Manner committed Hoftilities upon the Subjects of
.his faid Carholick Majéfty, and had forcibly taken
-from them Goods and Money to a confiderable Va-
Jue, in Breach, asitisalledg'd, of the Treaties of
- Peace and Commerce, concluded between their faid
_Britannick and Catholick Majefties. And whereas it
2is alfo alledg’d, that.divers of his faid Brisemmick
Majefty’s Subjects are failed out of the Ports and
Harbours of this Ifland, with intent to Dive and Fifh
upon the Flora, lately commanded by Don Fuan de
Vuilia, Knight ot the Order of St. Fames, ftranded
or caft on Shoar upon part of the Dominions of his
faid Catholick Majefty, but ftill remaining, as is fet
forth, in the aCtual Poffeflion of the Subje&s of his
faid Catholick Majefty, endeavouring to recover
their Effets. And whereas, 'notwithftanding many
fruitlefs Complaints and Applicarions have been made
by the Sutjeééts of his Britannick Majefty, to divers
of the Governments of his Catholick Majefty in
thefe Parts, for Reparation of many Aé&s of Hofti-
lity, committed by the Subje@s of his Catholick
Majefty, upon the Suljects of his Britannick Ma-
efty, not only upon the High Seas, but even by
Landing upon this his Majefty’s Ifland, and robbing
the Inhabitants thereof fince the Ceffation of Arms,
' agreed

!
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agreed upon between their faid Majefties, for which
no Sarisfaction has been obtained. Being neverthe-
lefs defirous, and fully refolvid, agreeable to the
Commands of his Britannick Majefty my Mafter, as
far as is in my Power, to caufe the faid‘Treaties of
Peace and Commerce inviolably to be obferved by
all his faid Majefty’s Subje&ts under my Government;
and, having already given Proof of my Sinceriry
herein, by cadfing an exa& Reftitution to be made;
for Hoftilities and Depredations ‘that were commit-
ted by Veffels belonging to this Ifland, upon fome
of the Inhabitants of Hifpaniola, after the Ceffation
of Arms, tho’ His Majefty’s Subjects have not been
able hirherto to obtain equal Juftice in Cafes of like
Narure ; for Redrefs whereof I have already, and
fhall continue to make Application to His Majefty,
from whofe Interpofition-wich his-Catholick Majefty
it is not to be doubted they will find Relief. Upon
full Confideration of the Premifes, I have thoughr
fir, by and with the Advice of His Majefty’s Coun-
cil of this Ifland, to publifh this Proclamation, here-
by ftrictly charging and 'commanding all and every
his faid Majefty’s good and loving Subjects, under
or belonging to my Government, upon pain of their
Allegiance, nort to moleft or difturb any of the Sub-
jecs of his faid Catholick Majefty, who remain in
Poffeflion of any of the Ships, or Effelts belonging -
to the Flota abovementioned, and ftranded or caft
of Shoar on any Part of his faid Carholick Majefty’s
Dominions, nor to ‘hinder them in arly manner from
éndedvouring to récover their Effe@s ; “héreby like-
Wwife inhibiting'all 'and ‘évery the Subjects of his faid
Britannick Majefty, to Dive of Fifh upon any of 'the
faid Flora fo ftvanded, during fuch time as the Pro-

rietors of afy 6f the faid Veffels; or any other by
rﬂe'n'x' to thatr'End employ’d, “thill continde to Work
tfitredn ; * and’ that none may pretend” Ignoranice

erein, or fmagine that to bé lawful, ‘which is not
afireeablé 10 the Law of Nations in like Cafes, all
his 1aid Majefty’s loVing“S;bje’&s are’ heteby requir'd
T T F-a ! T
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to take Notice, that they donot prefume ro Work,
or Fith on any Part of the faid Flota or Wrecks,
until the fame be Dereli@, and in no Cafe, until the
Term of twelve Months and a Day, to commence
- from the Day that the faid Flota was f{o ftranded,
of' caft on Shoar as aforefaid, fhall be fully expired,
as they fhall anfwer the contrary at their Perils.
Given at St. Fago de la Vega, -the 25th of April, 1716.
in the fecond Year of ‘His Majefty's Reign.. In Te-
ftimony whereof, ‘I have caus'd the Broad Seal of
*-this Ifland to be hereunto affixed. o

o A -HamirToN,
SR s ‘q‘.f Doy, B Rl i .‘
SEEEEES

N°. VII.

May the 24th, 1716.
Gens. .

COnceiviug it neceflary for His Majelty's Service,
* and for the Security of Trade and Navigation
in thefe Parts, that an effectual Stop fhould be "put
to the illegal and violent Injuries and Hoftilities of
late committed by fome of His Majefty’s Subjets of
this Ifland, on the Subjects of the King of Spain 3
and being of Opinion, that the Seizing of the Sloop
Benner, and bringing her into Port, in order to an
impartial and legal Examination of her Praceedings
and doing Juftice to the Spaniards, would very much
tend to that End, [ have determin'd to endeavour
effeing the fame ; and being fenfible how acceptas
hble a Service this muft be to the Sourb-Sea and Affi-

eniq
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ento Companies, by re-eftablifhing a gonﬁdence be-

twixt His Majefty’s Subjects and thofé of that Nati-

on, I doubt not of your Affiftance herein, as you are

Fa&ors to that Company, and without which, in

. the Condition His Majefty’s Revenue is now in, and
the Ifland without a Guard of His Majefty’s Ships,
it is impoffible for me to undertake a Defiga of this

Nature.

. My Requeft to you therefore is, that you furnith
;our Brigantine with Twenty Seamen, fuch as may
e trufted, to whom I will add Fifty Soldiers, with

Officers, who fhall be impower'd to bring in the

faid Sloop ; and that Ten Days or a Forraight’s Pgp-

vifions be put on Board, for the Number of Men"
mention’d, in order to put this Defign in Execution,
the Succefs of which in great Meafure, depends up-
on the Secrecy and Difpatch of it; I muft therefore
defire you will forthwith acquaint me whether you.
can comply with what I have propos'd by Saturday
or Sunday Morning at fartheft, and in the mean

Time, nothing on my part fhall be wanting 1o ren-.

der it fuccefsful ; I have a good Opinion of Caprain

Ferrel, and if you approve of him to command your

Veflel on this Occafion, we need look no further.

I have difcours'd Mr. Attorney-General on this

Subject, 0 whom you may freely communicate

your Thopghts. J am &, .

7o Mef: Morris and Pratter,
at Kingfton.

N°. VIII,



N°. VIIL
May, .the. 2.5¢h, 1716, .

May ir. pléafc‘ Your Excellency,

YOUR Lordfhip’s Lerter came to our Hands,
~ late laft Night ; your Intentions for fuppreffing
the Hoftilities and Depredations committed of late,
is doubtlefs highly juft- and honourable, and as for
the, Brigantine, George Au"'guﬂu:, fhe’s intjrely at
Your Lordthip’s Service ; but we muft apprize you,
#he’s at prefent unrig'd, and has no White Man,
fave the Mafter, belongifg to her, We humbly beg
Leave to reprefent farther'to Your Lordfhip, that if
the Number 'of Seamen you' defire, could be procu~
red, which at this Time we do not know where to
find, and leaft of a#,'fuch as may be trufted, the
firting our of this Vetfel would imiediargly be fufpe-
&ed, and as there is fo many of our Townfien
concern'd in the Benmer, Norice would be pives her,

rounded only on’ Sufpicion, dnd you might reafon-
#bly fuppofe, fhe would be directed immediately to

t to Sea, '
PuThe Matfter of a Canoo that came in Yefterday,
fays he pafs'd by the Sloop Benmet, at an Anchor to
Leward of Wrack-Riff, that there appear'd to be a
great many Mep on Boagd her; fo that uyalefs in
Your Lordfhip’s Judgment, it fhonld be thought
feafible that fomething may be manag'd by Way of
Surprize, by fending a Number of Soldiers by any
Sloop, to appear in the Nature of a Trader, or Su-
gar-drogar, and lay them on Board unexpectedly,
all other Means at this Time will (in our Thoughts)
be ineffe@ual, and even this if it cannot be managed
with the urmoft Secrecy and Difpatch. We have
communicated as much to Colonel Brodrick, who
went this Morning on Bufinefs to Pors-Royal, th;re-
‘ ‘ ‘ ore

o~
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fore we fend this Meffenger on purpofe, with this
our Letter, which favours us with the Opportunity

of tendring Your Excellency thar profound Dury
and Refped, with which we are, .

S. Morr'is and Pratter.

£.0C20000CCE0 908004
% 6650 50 B BESEECES0

'N°. IX.
‘May the 25thy 17 16.
Gent.

4 I Am forry you find Difficulties in' ‘procuring the
'Seamen néceffary for éxecuring the Defign I pro-
pos'd ; what you offer in Relation'to a Sugar-drogar,
-1 conceive will be altogether ineffe@dal ; however, I
_fhall continue to give Demonftratiuns of, doing évery
“thing in my Power, towards difcouraging and pre-
-venting the’ Difotders fo- juftly ‘complain’d oé’re I
am, ‘Oc.

. T Meff. Morris and Prarter.

R A
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" At a Council held at St. Jago de la Vega,
. the 9th of June, 1716.
" PRESENT
His Excellen¢y the Lord Arcuisatp Ha-
: mir roN, Captain-General, &.

Francis Rofe, Richard Rigby, .
Fobn Stewart, >E(qrs. | Thomias Bernard, > Efqrs.
Gobn Pecke, William Broderick,

HIS Excellency acquainted the Board, that he
had order’d the Owners of the Sloop Bemnet;
commanded by Captain Francis Fernando, to attend
- this Day, that Sloop having' been fome time fince
commiffion’d, with fome others, for fuppreffing of
Pirates, by whom the Ifland is and of late has been
fo much infefted : However, he was fenfible a wrong
Ufe had been made of {fome of thofe Commiffions,
and particularly by Fernando, whom he had good
Reafon to believe had exceeded his Commiffion, and
violated his Inftructions, by his Condu& and Preo-
ceeding in the Caprure of the Sloop Kenfington, for-
merly belonging to fome Merchants of this Ifland 3
and thar the Board was not altogether unacquainted
with this Affair, having laid before them the Com-
plaint of the Governor of the Havanna, and the Re«
prefentation of the Council of Commerce at that
City upon it; and Don Fuan del Valle, who folicites
ir, having been feveral times before the Board ; and
that they knew what Steps had been made upon his
prefling Inftances: That he was perfwaded when they
were made acquainted with every Circumftance of
his Proceedings in that Martter, and that nothli\ni
a
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had been kepr from them, they would agree with
him, that that Gentleman had contributed in great
Meafure to the rendering the Satisfa®ion and Refti-
tution he demanded impracticable.
" 'His Excellency own'd, he had the Misfortune to
be himfelf interefted in the Slqop Bennet 3 but what-
ever Difadvantage and Lofs he might fuftain there.
by, he all along intended, and hop’d to make it ap-
pear, that it was no unlucky Circumftance to the
right Owners and Proprietors of the Spanifb Cargo,
taken in the Slapp Kenfingron. With this Refolution,
and upon this Principle, he reprefented frequently
to Don Fuan 1o confider, thatr rigorous Meafures at
that Time was.not the likelieft to obtain whar he
defired. That the Shell was only in his Power,
{ meaning the Sloop Kenfington) the Subftance being
semoved into the other ; that he thought it for the
Sesvice of the Spanifb Nation, to difguife in fome
Meafure his Refentment of the Irregularities ¢ome
mitted by our People, that it might not deter them
from returning to this Ifland.  That tho’ they were
not the firft Aggreflors, yet he was far from countea
nancing the making of Reprizals; that he intended
to have feiz'd Fernando’s Sloop, with all the Effects
upon her Arrival ; but that the Meafures Don Fuan
.propofed would (he was afraid) deter Fernando -
from coming into Porrt, angd that Don Fuan feem’d at
that time to agree to his ‘Reafoning. What the
Motives have been, that has induced Don Fuan 10
change his Sentiments, and pre(s for the iffuing Pre-
clamations, he could not inform them ; bur faid the
Event had now fhewn, that he was not much out in
his Judgment. o .
That as foon as he perceived that Ferpanda did
not intend to come into Port, he took Meafures for
tting into his Hands the Money that was called his
'%eart. And what that was would appear by Mr. Ben-
difb’s Letter and Receipt, which his Excellency pro-
duc’d, and defir'd might be entred on the Miuutes,
and is as follows. )

Kingfton;
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Kingfton, 31 May, 1716,
My Lord,
IN Obedience to your Excellency's Command, I bave
this Day deliver'd to Mr. Cockburn five Bags of Sil.
ver, for which he bas given a Receipt in the Wards, as
under-written. j
I am,

My Loxd,
Your Excellency’s moft Faithful Servan,

7. Bendifh.

Receiv'd the 31ft of May 1716. of Mr. Bendifh,
by Direction of his Excellency the Lord Archibald
Hamilton, five Bags of Silver, weighing as follows,

NQ. ’ l'

1 - - - 1 Bag with 120 /, Troy Weight, 12 Ounces
to the Pound.

2 - - - 1ditto, - - = 100 - - - ditto.

3 - -.~ 1ditto, - - = 100 - - - ditto,

4 - - - 1ditto, - - - 79 1 Ou. ditte.

§ - - - 1ditto, - - . 69 4} withaSow of Silver.

468 5%

In all four Hundred fixty eight Pounds five Ounces
and half ; befides the Bags, which weigh'd eight
‘Pounds five Ounces ; which Silver and Bags by the
Still Yards, weigh’d four Hundred and fixteen Pounds
Grofs. I fay réceiv'd, o

WirLrLiam COCKBURN.
This is a true Copy,

T.BENRISH, -
His
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His Excellency then affur’d the Board, that that
was all that had come to his Hand, and notwith-
ftanding the Condemnation in the Court of Admi-
ralty, in favour of the Caprors, he very much doubt-
ed his Right or Title to any Part of it; and there-
fore he made a Depofit of that Money, and fhould
be anfwerable for it, when the Property fhould beg
determin’d by a Jegal and impartial Proceeding.

The Board unanimoufly returned their humble
Thanks to his Excellency, for his juft and prudent
Management in this Affair, and were of Opinion,
had Don Fuan taken more prudent Meafures, his
Lordfhip might have had an Opportunity of fecuring
more of thefe Effets, and thereby have been able
to-render fuller Satisfaction.
~ The Board were likewife of Opinion, that the
feveral Owners of the- Slocop Bemnet fhould either
depofir the Money and Effects that has come to their
Hands of the Cargo of the Sloop Kenfingeon, or elfe
give unqueftionable Security v be accountable for
the fame, when thereunto lawfully requir'd.

Then the Owners of the Sloop Bennet were call'd
in, and his Excellency acquainted them that he had
fufficient Reafon to believe Fermando had exceeded
his Commiffion, and had broke through his Inftru-
¢ions, and had not paid due Obedience and Regard
to His Majefty’s Proclamation, calling in all fuch
commiffion’d Veffels; that he did not mention thefe
Things, as thinking they were Chargeable with
them, but that they cerrainly were accountable for
whatever Effects had come to their Hands. That
he had laid before the Board what had come into
his, as one interefted in that Veffel ; that notwith-
ftanding the late Sentence of the Court of Admi-
ralty, in favour of the Caprors, he very much
doubted his Right to any Part thereof. That he
hoped their Intentions. were equally fair and juft,
and that they would chearfully and readily follow
the Example he had fer them, either by depofiting
what has come to their Hands, or at leaft by giving

unque-
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tinquaftiondble Security, to be accountable for what
has come to their Hands, when thereunto lawfully
requird. To which they an{wer'd, that they'd give
Security, as his Excellency defic'd.

And they were thereupon order’d to arrend Mr.
Chief Juftice with fufficient Secuyity, at his Houfe in
Spanifb Town, on Thurfdsy the 218 Inftant. And
Mr. Chief Juftice was defird to take their Security
accordingly.

F I N I &















